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                                                                                         GLOBALIZATION AND TRANSDISCIPLINARITY

                                                                                                2.2 Globalization as a complex phenomenon

                                                                2.4.1 Discourse of Globalization

                                
                    Discourse of globalization in this study is seen a  complex social issue. It  is seen to be 
crucially determined in constituting and internalizing the way we talk about the systems 
of politic, economy and development and the way we look at other social realities (e.g. 
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 Luke, 2002).  At the same time, agencies and states are in search of and promoting their 
 economic  policies  and  identities  through  texts  and  discourse  at  national  and 
 international  levels  in  this  globalization  era  (see  Sub-section  2.3.3  below).  This  is  so, 
 because  those  who  dominate  the  material  production  also  attempt  to  control  mental 
 production  (Eagleton,  1991).  In  the  case  of  global  economy,  material  production 
 contributes to shaping immaterial production (language, ideas) of global capitalism and 
 vice versa (Holborow, 1999). 


To do a critical analysis of discourse thus involves all these concepts—text, discourse, 
 society—in relation to the social problem. In addition, since the exploration is supported 
 by  different  disciplines—sociology,  political  economy,  linguistics—the  analysis  then 
 becomes transdisciplinary, meaning across disciplines.   


There are two main commitments  that  inspire  this study:  transdisciplinary  and critical.  


Transdisciplinary commitment concerns the radical changes that are taking place in our 
 contemporary  social  life  (Fairclough,  2010).  It  thus  contributes  to  the  development  of 
 research  topic  in  social  sciences  like  global  economy.    The  critical  commitment  is  to 
 make  us  aware  of  discursive  and  linguistic  perspectives  of  how  people‘s  lives  are 
 determined  by  discourse  formation,  which  constitutes  a  system  of  linguistic  relation 
 within  which  actual  discourse  processes  are  generated  (Fairclough,  2010).  Each 
 discourse  formation  through  its  statement  (see  Sub-section  1.3.1,  particularly  the 
 operational definition) embeds ideological formation, beliefs and values. 


The  point  of  view  in  the  paragraph  above  is  derived  from  the  researcher‘s  belief  that 
there is no single theory or research method, which is perfect. What this study is going 
to  show  is  that  a  piece  of  text  can  be  analyzed  by  a  combination  of  theoretical 
frameworks and analytical tools. In this study critical analysis of discourse is essentially 
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 an  integrated  study  of  communicative  event,  involving  linguistics,  political  economy, 
 and sociology among others. This stance emerges from the current research interest that 
 in modern approach of scientific inquiry it is no longer a discipline that orients research, 
 but the problem of the investigation. 


Discourse  from  a  transdisciplinary  perspective  is  conceived  of  as  social  actions  as 
 essentially involving three dimensions, namely language use,  social representation and 
 cognition in their cultural contexts. Critical analysts of discourse (e.g. Fairclough, 2001, 
 2009; van Dijk, 1995; Chouliaraki & Fairclough, 1999) distinguish various levels, units 
 or constructs within each of these dimensions, and formulate the rules and strategies of 
 their normative or actual uses.  CDA practitioners (Fairclough, 2003; van Dijk, 2009a) 
 functionally relate such units or levels among each other, and thereby also explain why 
 they  are  being  used.  In  the  same  way,  the  practitioners  functionally  connect  discourse 
 structures  with  social  and  political  context  structures,  and  social  cognition  (van  Dijk, 
 1998a; 2009a) or to use Fairclough‘s term Members‘ Resources (Fairclough, 2001, see 
 Section  3.3  for  further  clarification).  Discourse  thus  moves  from  macro—ideology, 
 hegemony,  legitimation—to  micro  level  of  texts—linguistic  aspects  and  vice  versa. 


Discourse inculcates ideas, beliefs, and values and even able to manifests the imagined 
 into  the  actual  social  realities,  such  as  the  discursive  practices  of  global  economy  to 
 virtual realization of the free trade.  


We  must  acknowledge  that  when  we  talk  about  globalization,  there  are  various 
conceptual  frameworks  (see  Section  2.2  above  for  overview  of  the  concepts)  and  a 
number of positions, voices, and motives.  The same is true from the discursive point of 
view.  Discourse  of  globalization  is  myriad.  There  are  different  arguments,  
counter-discourses  produced  by  individuals,  agencies  in  different  locations  within  social 
practices associated with different projects and interests (Fairclough, 2006). This is why 
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 we cannot track and examine these myriad discourses simultaneously. What we can do 
 is  to  theorize  the  concepts  within  two  or  three  points  of  views  and  select  one  or  two 
 locations  and  examine  specific  texts  on  global  economy  produced  within  these 
 locations. Thus, this section is aimed at theorizing the issue of globalization as discourse 
 from  critical  linguistics,  particularly  CDA  and  political  economy  for  the  purpose  of 
 analyzing the concrete texts in the core discussing chapters.  


To  theorize  globalization  as  a  facet  of  discourse  and  ideology,  we  need  a  dialectical 
 view  (see  Sub-section  2.3.1)  that  guides  to  the  standpoint  that  discourse  and  ideology 
 are  internalized  and  internalize  within  moments  or  social  practices  (Fairclough  & 


Thomas,  2004,  pp.381-389).  A  social  practice  has  various  orientations—  economic, 
 ideological,  political  and  cultural—discourse  may  be  embodied  in  all  of  these  without 
 any of them being reducible to discourse (Fairclough, 2003; Jessop, 2004). 


One source that describes globalization as a discourse, and an ideology is Steger (2005). 


He  successfully  identifies  six  core  claims  of  globalism:  1)  Globalization  is  about  the 
 liberalization  and  global  integration  of  markets  2)  Globalization  is  inevitable  and 
 irreversible 3) Nobody is in charge of globalization 4) Globalization benefits everyone 
 5) Globalization furthers the spread of democracy in the world 6) Globalization requires 
 a war on terror. 


The  most  pivotal  of  the  five  claims  above  is  that  globalization  is  concerned  with  the 
liberation of trade and market. This claim is the fundamental consideration of neoliberal 
globalist discourse. When treated as an ideology,  the discourse of  globalization can be 
seen as having created a space for unconstrained and highly profitable action on the part 
of  the  corporations  of  the  most  powerful  countries  on  earth,  especially  the  USA  and 
Japan,  on  the  basis  of  a  claim  that  markets  work  benignly  without  external  regulation 
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 which  the  crises  of  the  late  1990s  (in  East  Asia,  Latin  America,  and  Russia)  and 
 specifically  of  first  decade  in  21st  century  (Greece,  Portugal)  have  shown  to  be  false 
 (Harvey,  2010).  This  experience  indicates  that  neoliberal  global  economy  (discussed 
 further in  the  analysis)  can lose its  anchors if the needs of  government  intervention in 
 the economy are constrained.     


In  a  similar  vein,  Fairclough  (2006)  documents  four  positions  that  relate  discourse  to 
 globalization:  objectivist,  rhetoricist,  ideologist,  and  social  constructivist.  The 
 objectivist  treats  globalization  as  objective  processes  that  the  social  scientists  need  to 
 describe.  The  objectivist  position  sees  globalization  as  an  objective  fact;  it  is  the 
 approach least inclined to take discursive structures into account. One of the supporting 
 objectivist positions is Held et al. (1999) who see globalization as ―a process (a set of 
 processes)  which  embodies  a  transformation  in  the  spatial  organization  of  social 
 relations  and  transactions  …  generating  transcontinental  or  interregional  flows  and 
 networks of activity, interaction, and the exercise of power‘ (p. 16). The objectivist does 
 not see globalization in a subjective aspect. 


The  rhetoricist  position  is  characterised  by  a  specific  interest  in  the  strategic  use  of 
globalisation  discourse  to  rationalize  unpopular  political  or  economic  decisions.  The 
rhetoricist  uses  politic  as  rhetoric  to  represent  globalization  in  public  sphere  through 
discourse. In this position discourse of globalization is seen as  a resource to legitimize 
political  acts,  such  as  war  on  terror,  economic  policies,  such  as  competition  and  free 
market as a non-negotiable economic constraint that puts forward deregulation of global 
economy. When compared to Held et al.’s (1999) outline this position in the discourse 
of  globalization  occupies  the  position  of  hyperglobalist  (Ohmae,  1994;  Greider,  1997) 
and transformationalist (Rosenau,  1997; Giddens, 1990). The  ideologist position  is the 
authors (e.g.  Steger,  2005) who regard discourse of globalization as a set of ideas  and 
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 material  processes  that  contributes  to  the  sustaining  hegemony,  dominance  in  global 
 life. Finally, social constructivists hold the standpoint that discourse of globalization is a 
 subject  of  social  construction  in  response  to  social  realities  and  take  discourse  as  the 
 vital  character  in  constructing  social  realities.  Fairclough  (2006)  categorizes  the  latter 
 two positions as skeptical. 


The  present  study  places  more  wage  on  the  position  of  social  construction  of 
 globalization  and  take  discourse  as  part  of  globalizing  processes.  It  takes  up  the 
 argument that narrative of globalization contributes to the constructive effects of the real 
 processes  of  globalization  (Cameron  and  Palan,  2004).  The  discursive  practices  of 
 globalization  which  are  often  presented  as  imaginaries  have  the  possibility  of  being 
 transformed into social realities that can be materialized in economic processes such as 
 import & export activities and tax and tariff exemption.     


The  social  constructivist  holds  the  vested  position  that  narratives  or  discourse  can  be 
 manifested  in  people‘s  experience  of  the  social  world,  for  instance,  global  economy 
 both from its perspective of material processes such as deregulation of global trade and 
 immaterial production such as ideology of global capitalism.       


In respect to this classification of positions we can still refer to Fairclough (2006, pp. 26 


&  165),  where  he  identifies  five  general  claims  about  discourse  as  a  facet  of 
 globalization:  


1.  Discourse can represent globalization, giving people information about it and 
 contributing to their understanding of it. 


2.   Discourse can misrepresent and mystify globalization, giving a confusing and 
 misleading impression of it. 


3.  Discourse can be used rhetorically to project a particular view of globalization 
which can justify or legitimize the actions, policies or strategies of particular 
(usually powerful) social agencies and agents. 
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 4.  Discourse can contribute to the constitution, dissemination and reproduction of 


ideologies, which can also be seen as forms of mystification, but have a crucial 
 systemic function is sustaining a particular form of globalization and the 
 (unequal and unjust) power relations which are built into it.  


5.  Discourse can generate imaginary representations of how the world will be or 
 should be within strategies for change which, if they achieve hegemony, can be 
 operationalized to transform these imaginaries into realities. 


All these claims are in relation to discourse. They are not alternatives among which we 
can  choose.  Discourse  is  embodied  in  all  these  ‗moments‘  of  globalization.  But  most 
pertinent  to  the  present  study  are  points  3  and  4.  This  is  so  because  one  aspect  that 
critical discourse analysts have been concerned with in the last two decades is the role 
of  discourse  in  inculcating  in  and  representing  ideology  in  texts.  The  study  of 
globalization  can  be  generated  from  a  body  of  texts  and  discourse  in  relation  to  the 
agencies, organizations  and states  which constitute identities, beliefs and values.  What 
is  often  absent  in  most  literatures  on  globalization  is  that  scholars  do  not  theorize  and 
analyze globalization as a form of discourse.  
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