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Abstrak 


Rencana  sering  dilihat  sebagai  alat  sebaran  akhbar  yang  mendedahkan  unsur-unsur 
 yang  tersirat  seperti  konteks  sosial  dan  budaya,  latar  belakang  penulis  rencana  dan 
 kepercayaan  ideologi  akhbar  dalam  sesebuah  masyarakat.  Pembaca  bukan  sahaja 
 berkomunikasi dengan rencana tersebut, tetapi juga membuat tafsiran secara subjektif.  


Namun, tidak banyak yang diketahui tentang bagaimana kandungan media dihasilkan.  


Memandangkan  kajian  berkenaan  Kebangkitan  Arab  tidak  dilakukan  sepenuhnya  di 
 dalam  rencana-rencana  tersebut,  kajian  ini  meneliti  bagaimana  rencana  akhbar  arus 
 perdana berbahasa Inggeris di Pakistan dan Arab Saudi menggambarkan kebangkitan 
 ini.  Dengan menggunakan pendekatan analisis wacana kritis, kajian ini meneliti suara 
 akhbar bukan Arab (Pakistan), The News International dan akhbar Arab (Saudi), Arab 
 News, dengan tujuan untuk memahami Kebangkitan Arab.  Data kajian kualitatif ini 
 terdiri  daripada  empat  puluh  lapan  rencana  yang  dikumpul  sepanjang  tempoh 
 Kebangkitan  Arab  mendapat  liputan  luas  media,  dari  Januari  2011  hingga  Disember 
 2012.    Analisis  data  dijalankan  berdasarkan  konsep  kategori  skematik  van  Dijk, 
 liputan  ideologi  dan  peranti  retorik  yang  digunakan  dalam  wacana  media  serta  tiga 
 mod pujukan, iaitu etos, patos dan logos.  Penemuan kajian ini menunjukkan bahawa 
 para  penulis  rencana  bagi  kedua-dua  akhbar  menggambarkan  Kebangkitan  Arab 
 secara  positif  sebagai  suatu  pergerakan  'perubahan'.    Para  penulis  menentang  pihak 
 berkuasa  di  negara-negara  yang  terlibat  melalui  perwakilan  negatif  lain  (them)  dan 
 menyokong penunjuk perasaan yang menuntut perubahan, melalui perwakilan kendiri 
 positif  (us).    Kajian  ini  juga  mendedahkan  bagaimana  akhbar  berkongsi  emosi 
 penunjuk  perasaan  secara  retorik  dan  memberi  justifikasi  permintaan  mereka  untuk 
 menyingkirkan  rejim-rejim  diktator.  Sebagai  kesimpulan,  kajian  ini  menyumbang 
 kepada  pemahaman  kritikal  tentang  bagaimana  rencana  akhbar  boleh 
 memperkasakan/melemahkan pembaca melalui penggunaan wacana yang betul.   


Kata kunci: Penggambaran media, Wacana akhbar, Rencana, Kebangkitan Arab, 
 Analisis wacana kritis 
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Abstract 


Editorials are often viewed as the mouthpiece of newspapers which reveal embedded 
 elements  such  as  social  and  cultural  contexts,  background  of  editorial  writers  and 
 ideological beliefs of a newspaper in a society.  Readers not only communicate with 
 the editorials, but the former also interpret them subjectively. Yet, not much is known 
 about  how  the  media  content  is  produced.  Given  that  the  Arab  Spring  has  not  been 
 fully  examined  in  the  editorials,  this  study  explores  how  editorials  of  mainstream 
 English  language  newspapers  in  Pakistan  and  Saudi  Arabia  portray  the  uprising. 


Using a  critical  discourse analysis approach, the  study examines  the voice of a non-
 Arab (Pakistani) newspaper, The News International, and an Arab (Saudi) newspaper, 
 Arab News, with a view to understand the Arab Spring. Data for this qualitative study 
 consist of fourty-eight editorials collected, during the period of  high media coverage 
 of  the  Arab  Spring,  from  January  2011  to  December  2012.    The  data  are  analysed 
 based on van Dijk‘s concepts of schematic categories of editorials, ideological square 
 and  rhetorical  devices  utilised  in  the  media  discourse  and  the  three  modes  of 
 persuasion,  namely,  ethos,  pathos  and  logos.    The  findings  reveal  that  the  editorial 
 writers  in  both  newspapers  positively  portray  the  Arab  Spring  as  a  movement  of 


‗change‘.    The  writers  oppose  the  authorities  in  the  affected  countries  through 
 negative  other-representation  (them)  and  favour  the  protesters,  who  demanded 
 change,  through  positive  self-representation (us).  The  study  also  reveals  how  the 
 newspaper  rhetoric  shares  the  protesters‘  emotions  and  justifies  their  demands  to 
 remove the dictatorial regimes.  As a conclusion, the study contributes to the critical 
 understanding of how newspaper editorials can (dis)empower the readers through the 
 use of carefully constructed discourse.   


Keywords: Media portrayal, Newspaper discourse, Editorials, Arab Spring, Critical 
discourse analysis   
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INTRODUCTION 


1.1 Background of the Study 


The  power  of  the  media  is  generally  both  symbolic  and  persuasive  since  the  media 
 potentially  control  the  readers‘  minds.  This  power  highlights  the  role  of  the  media 
 within  a  broader  framework  consisting  of  social,  cultural,  political  and  economic 
 power structures of a society. The mediated information is often considered biased or 
 concealed  in  such  a  style  that  it  reshapes  the  direction  of  knowledge  and  beliefs  of 
 audiences.  Hence,  control  over  means  of  mass  communication  is  significant  to 
 maintain  power  over  the  media  discourse.  The  influence  exerted  by  the  media 
 discourse  can  be  realized  through  discourse  strategies,  structures,  content  and  forms 
 practiced  in  the  press  and  their  relationship  with  institutions  and  audiences.  


Therefore,  in  order  to  examine  various  types  of  stories  reported  in  the  news  media 
 structural properties of the media discourse and conditions under which it is produced 
 must be made known (van Dijk, 1995d). 


The media discourse acts as a source of information for people‘s understanding which 
 is reflected in knowledge, opinions and attitudes of both elite and non-elite audiences 
 (van  Dijk,  2000b).  The  media  discourse  refers  to  various  forms  of  interactions  in 
 either  written  or  spoken  form  which  targets  non-present  readers  (O‘Keeffe,  2006). 


Some  of  its  major  roles  consist  of  delivering  information,  imparting  education  and 
interpreting events to readers (Hiebert & Gibbons, 2000). Owing to its dominant grip 
over  masses,  the  media  discourse  becomes  inescapable  as  it  is  widely  disseminated 
and  highly  persuasive  especially  when  it  shapes  the  public  opinion  (Talbot,  2007) 
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about different issues.  The media discourse ―has built into it a subject position for an 
 ideal subject, and actual viewers or listeners or readers have to negotiate a relationship 
 with the ideal subject‖ (p. 41). It differs from face-to-face discourse and targets mass 
 audiences even without knowing their exact identities (Fairclough, 2013b). The media 
 are authoritative advocates of their sponsors who simply desire to advance their own 
 agenda  and  thus  constrain  the  media  policies.  This  is  ensured  through  careful 
 selections of editors and journalists who broadcast news or opinion which conform to 
 their institutional policies (Chomsky & Hermon, 2010). Similarly, the media inflict a 
 deeper impact on ideological structure of societies and act as architects of ideological 
 and  political  buildings.  Hence,  the  media  cannot  be  considered  neutral  owing  to  the 
 role they play in processing events (Kress, 1983).  


The hidden power of the media discourse is exhibited through systematic tendencies 
 adopted  in  news  reporting  and  other  media  related  activities.  The  media  discourse 
 exerts powerful influence in social reproductions due to ―the very scale of the modern 
 mass media and extremely high level of exposure of whole populations to a relatively 
 homogenous  output‖  (p.  45).  A  singly  produced  media  text  is  insufficient  to  create 
 any  tangible  impact  on  readers.  Therefore,  the  power  of  the  media  has  cumulative 
 effects  and  works  through  particular  ways  of  dealing  with  causality,  agency  and 
 positioning  readers  (Fairclough,  2013b).  Despite  its  complex  involvement  in 
 contradictory and ideological processes, the media discourse is still an important part 
 of  our  social  structure  since  it  influences  knowledge,  beliefs  and  social  relations.  


Nevertheless,  the  media  version  of  reality  is  dependent  on  social  standings  and 
interest  of  those  who  produce  it  (Fairclough,  1995).    Over  the  past  three  decades, 



(17)3 


several renowned critical discourse analysts (e.g., Fairclough, Richardson, Talbot, van 
 Dijk,  Wodak)  have  recognized  that  the  ―media  are  deeply  imbricated  in  relations  of 
 power and ideology‖  (p. 5) and their representations of issues have implications for 
 the way they are understood (Johnson & Milani, 2010).  


Until today, the mass media have become the core system for distributing ideologies. 


The solidarity and manifestation of ideologies is dependent on the mass media, which 
 occurs  through  various  means  of  communication  such  as  rhetoric  used  to  represent 
 day to day happenings (Gitlin, 2003). In order to realize the impact of the media, it is 
 essential to  understand how the media content  is  produced.  The study  of  the media 
 content  is  necessary  for  us  to  infer  the  less  open  and  visible  phenomena,  the  people 
 and the organizational and cultural settings which produce it. For instance, other than 
 news  stories  which  create  appeals  to  different  types  of  audiences,  production  of  an 
 editorial content is also affected by social, political or cultural orientation owned by a 
 media group or organization. The study of various media content enables researchers 
 to  explore availability of  the media messages  and predict their impact  on audiences. 


This process can be better realized with understanding of the forces which drive such 
media content or narratives.  Conducting research on different media content such as 
audience-related  newspaper  editorials  involves  different  conceptual  and 
methodological approaches (Shoemaker & Reese, 2013). It is asserted that the media 
discourse has developed into a complex and sophisticated source of information in the 
twenty-first  century  and  it  can  be  well  investigated  through  critical  approaches 
(Mureşan,  2013).  Similarly,  given  the  argument  that  the  media  discourse  is 
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manufactured  through  ideological  levels  of  interaction,  it  can  be  better  analysed 
 through critical research strands (O‘Keeffe, 2012). 


Among  different  types  of  media  discourse,  the  influential  print  media  enjoy  full 
 freedom  and  make  readers  rely  on  newspaper  for  coverage  of  issues,  conflicts  and 
 controversies.  The  power  of  the  press  becomes  more  persuasive  and  effective  if  its 
 content suits the readers‘ interest (van Dijk, 1995b, 1995d). The print media serve as 
 valuable source of information and influential mode of communication in transmitting 
 events  which  occur  around  the  globe  on  daily  basis  (Cissel,  2012).  The  print  media 
 have  long-lasting  and  deeper  impact  on  the  readers‘  mind.  For  instance,  they  play 
 significant  roles  in  the  transfer  of  knowledge  and  complex  information  through 
 variety  of  discourse  means  including  daily  newspapers.  In  addition,  the  print  media 
 perform  two  major  functions:  first,  ideologically,  the  media  ―constantly  process 
 material thrown up in social life and in the natural sphere so as to integrate them into 
 consistent  ideological  system‖  and,  second,  politically,  the  media  ―attempt  to  make 
 sense of the world for others‖ (Kress, 1983, p. 43). The media texts are perceived as 
 dialogic,  for  instance,  in  the  case  of  newspaper  readers  not  only  communicate  with 
 editors through letters but also interpret them subjectively (Wodak & Busch, 2004). 


1.1.1 Newspaper Discourse and Rhetoric    


Newspapers generate a shared community consciousness to make readers believe that 
the  paper  they  subscribe  to  is  their  newspaper  which  serves  their  interests  through 
news  reports,  comments  and  opinion  (Douglas,  2009).  Newspapers  cover  issues 
related  to  politics,  economics,  society  and  education  as  a  primary  source  of 
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information  (Baum  &  Zhukov,  2015)  and  share  such  information  with  readers  in  an 
 accessible  manner  (Cole  &  Harcup,  2009).  As  a  printed  source  of  information, 
 newspapers attract a broad reading public on various issues of day to day concern, for 
 instance, the Arab Spring. The language used in a newspaper reflects the language of 
 a particular society wherein it is published and, similarly, a change in a newspaper‘s 
 language mirrors the linguistic change in a society (Westin, 2002). Moreover, a media 
 text  in  the  form  of  a  daily  newspaper  serves  as  a  rhetorical  document  which  is 
 produced  by  an  institution  to  transmit  news  on  current  affairs.  The  informative 
 content  of  newspapers  updates  readers,  reflects  the  ―thinking  of  the  corridors  of 
 power‖ (p. 3) which is produced with embedded ideologies (Ng, 2008).  


Newspapers not only disclose facts about the world but they also operate language to 
 construct  ideas,  values,  beliefs,  theories,  propositions  and  ideologies.  The 
 representation  of  reality  in  newspapers  is  shaped  by  the  ideology  of  the  writer.  


Moreover,  newspaper  reports  and  editorials  are  written  in  a  specific  style  that  befits 
the  genre  of  an  article  or  a  style  that  is  suitable  to  a  newspaper.  It  is  interesting  to 
explore  such  a  specific  style  given  that  it  shapes  the  media  narrative  of  a  particular 
event,  for  instance,  the  Arab  Spring  portrayal  in  this  study.    Newspaper  articles 
written  by  particular  journalists  are  usually  ―tinged  with  official  ideology‖  (p  .23) 
with  their  written  style  sounding  authoritative  and  formal.  Likewise,  a  newspaper 
obligatorily chooses a unique style of producing discourse which is communicatively 
facilitating  for  a  particular  setting  (Fowler,  1991).  Such  type  of  discourse  is  written 
with a targeted readership in mind especially if a newspaper succeeds in building an 
identifiable political or social position (Douglas, 2009). The world represented in the 
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press,  newspapers,  is  not  the  actual  world  but  it  is  the  world  which  is  skewed  or 
 judged. Another function  of newspapers is  to  reproduce attitudes of the powerful  by 
 adopting and developing language for its own social circle/group (Fowler, 1991).  


The major role of newspapers is to take up matters of the public interest and share it 
 with  readers  in  a  fast  and  balanced  manner  and,  arguably,  with  complete  accuracy 
 (Randall, 2007). Our sociopolitical awareness and understandings of the world mainly 
 spring  from  the  news  which  is  reported  to  us  every  day  (Fowler,  1991;  van  Dijk, 
 1991).  The  institutional  as  well  as  ideological  interests  of  newspapers  are  served 
 through  opinion  discourse  they  disseminate  (Mureşan,  2013).  Newspapers  exercise 
 the institutional power by being mostly implicit and hidden.  This power may restrain 
 the  content  of  the  news  in  order  to  promote  certain  interpretations  of  events  by 
 ignoring  or  excluding  others.  These  wordings  apparently  belong  to  a  particular 
 newspaper  but,  in  reality,  they  might  be  the  words  of  power-holders  of  a  society. 


Mass  media  discourse  is  interesting  due  to  the  reason  that  nature  of  power  relations 
 exercised  in  it  is  hardly  clear  and  therefore  involves  hidden  relations  of  power 
 (Fairclough, 2013b).  Given their unique linguistic content, newspapers contribute to a 
 large variety of language used in the media (Jucker, 1992). 


Newspapers  have  also  become  popular  due  to  their  coherent  discourse  (Conboy, 
2010) which enhances cognitive skills and develops a sense of argumentation (Hess, 
2005)  among  the  readers‘  communities.  Any  source  of  information  particularly  the 
news  media  with  pervasive  influence  are  chronically  regarded  either  biased,  real  or 
imagined. It is suggested that objectivity, the highest ideal of journalism, tends not to 
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be practiced any more. In today‘s serious newspaper reporting, mainly in the case of 
 editorial writings, it has become impossible to accept an objective truth (Lamb, 1985).  


This  is  revealed in  the construction of the Arab  Spring in  the two newspapers  that  I 
 examine;  how  the  events  are  recounted  in  the  media,  particularly,  in  the  newspaper 
 editorials. I probe into the visible and hidden power of the media discourse and how it 
 functions  in  a  society.  In  particular,  this  study  examines  the  editorials  of The  News 
 International (NI) from Pakistan and Arab News (AN) from Saudi Arabia as a ready-
 made  source  of  information  for  the  public  consumption  (Biber,  1991).  The  aim  has 
 been  to  investigate  how  the  selected  mainstream  newspapers,  geographically 
 segregated, portray the Arab Spring by employing certain discourse strategies. 


1.1.2 Editorial as the Medium 


I have selected the newspaper editorials as the medium for analysing the Arab Spring 
portrayal. The medium is the message as it frames and controls ―the scale and form of 
human  association  and  action‖  (McLuhan,  1994,  p.  9).    The  news  editorials,  as  a 
crucial  part  of  the  media  discourse,  play  an  influential  role  in  prioritizing  different 
agenda  of  a  particular  newspaper  (Le,  2003).  Typically,  an  editorial  article  with  a 
restricted  length  of  200-500  words  has  a  fixed  position,  a  typical  header  and  a 
distinguished  page  layout  which  may  change  from  one  newspaper  to  another  (van 
Dijk, 1992). It is, usually, published on an inside page which might be referred to as 
the  leader  page  (Westin,  2002).  The  editorials  as  written  copies  of  opinion  (Biber, 
1991) are authorized representatives of newspapers, supposedly free of any elements 
of  objectivity,  cover  one  single  event  or  issue  at  a  time  and  convey  socio-political 
significance that a newspaper attaches to an event (van Dijk, 1989b).   The editorials 
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which  claim  ―to  speak  their  own  point  of  view‖  (p.  208)  are  distinct  from  other 
 regular items like news reporting or feature writings.  Such articles are often labelled 
 as a leading article, editorial, opinion, comment (Fowler, 1991) which express opinion 
 of the newspaper editors or publishers on topical issues (Westin, 2002). 


The editorial page provokes discussions and debates that are politically, culturally and 
 socially vital. This page is meant to serve the community‘s conscience; it is ―one page 
 that  represents  the  newspaper‘s  most  important  role  –  as  community  watchdog, 
 agenda setter and conscience‖ (Hallock, 2007, p. 23). The main objective of editorials 
 is to propagate the official perspectives of a newspaper and act as a guiding principle 
 for  readers  to  reshape  their  opinion  on  crucial  matters,  issues  and  events  happening 
 around the world (van Dijk, 1995c).  As  a piece of opinion,  the  newspaper editorials 
 are  hardly  involved  in  objective  writing  practices.  Hence,  by  gaining  insights  into 
 such  roles  of  editorials,  arguably,  much  can  be  revealed  about  the  language  used  in 
 depicting  events  (Lee  &  Lin,  2006).  The  editorials  also  provide  a  place  for  the 
 newspapers  to  clarify  and  re-establish  their  ideology,  speak  directly  to  readers,  and 
 present  their  perception  of  reality.  With  that  ‗space‘  allocated,  the  newspaper 
 editorials go through mostly dense processes such as selection, assimilation, rewriting 
 and transformation. Hence, ideologically and linguistically, an editorial is expected to 
 be complex and revealing part of the media discourse (Hodge & Kress, 1979).  


In  addition,  editorials  due  to  their  convincing  and  influential  content  play  several 
significant  roles. First, from communicative and interactional perspectives, editorials 
influence  social  cognition  of  readers  and  made  them  accept  a  particular  belief  on 
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certain  issues  through  their  power  of  persuasion.  Second,  editorials  reproduce  ideas, 
 attitudes and ideological viewpoints of editors. They act as a means of implementing 
 and expressing power and dominance. Third, editorials promote accepted norms and 
 values in  a particular society  and thus  provide  with sufficient  ideological insights  to 
 recognize social issues (van Dijk, 1992).  The editorials are also beneficial in creating 
 socio-cultural  harmony  in  a  particular  society  and  among  various  group/party 
 members  by  strengthening  their  ideological  interests  (van  Dijk,  1998a,  1998b). 


Further,  as  opinion  tellers,  editorials  are  constrained  by  the  newspapers‘  policy  and 
 function  as  benchmark  for  readers  in  giving  judgments  (Hynds,  1994;  Pak,  1997; 


Vaughan,  1994).  Their  opinions  are  concealed  as  facts  delivered  by  editorial  board 
 members who possess the authority inside a news organization (Reah, 2002).  


Lamb  (1985)  also  concurred  with  the  idea  that  editorials  as  opinion  of  newspapers, 
 publishers, owners or high ranking editorial staff are written by the publisher, editor-
 in-chief,  or  staff  member  especially  hired  as  the  editorial  writers.  The  editorial we 
 represent corporate expression or voice of the publishers, editorial boards or editorial 
 page  staff  writers  as  one  team.  For  this  reason,  editorials  are  not  signed.  However, 
 some newspapers believe in individual expressions and their editorial discloses initials 
 of  the  writer  (s).  In  either  case,  an  editorial  opinion  is  expressed  ―to  arouse  public 
 spirit, to educate and, even to give readers a chance to take issue with the paper‖ and 
 has ―a direct link to an event or issue of current interest…known as news peg‖ (p. 62).  


The editorials enable newspapers to legitimize some media constructions over others, 
related to social and political world, through rhetorical, persuasive and lexical choices 
(Phelan,  2007).  Given  such  arguments,  editorials,  as  a  media  discourse  genre,  are 
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worth  exploring  from  different  perspectives  such  as  the  real  world  perspective,  the 
 socio-cognitive  approach  of  the  writers,  the  discourse  analytical  perspective  and  the 
 pedagogical point of view (Bhatia, 2002). 


Gillespie (2012), an editorial page editor of the U.S. newspapers Star Tribune, shared 
 that  editorial  board  members  exercise  full  autonomy  to  endorse  certain  personalities 
 without  involvement  of  any  other  news  staff  in  decision  making  processes.  Such 
 validations of editors may arouse mixed appraisals; at one place they are appreciated 
 if  editorial  stances  back  up  one‘s  favourite  candidates,  and  at  another  place,  their 
 reasoning is questioned if they are not compatible with one‘s position.  Hence, people 
 may  hold  dissenting  views  about  the  editorial  boards.  It  is  true  that  members  of  an 
 editorial  board  have  meetings  to  discuss  their  choices  and  unanimously  give  a 
 consensus to an argument which is then published as institutional opinion in the form 
 of an editorial. Or, usually editors get instructions from the editor-in-chief about how 
 to  react  to  certain  events,  such  as  what  to  write,  how  to  write  and  when  to  write.  


Thus, the editorial opinions are produced as shared beliefs of  the newspaper  editors. 


Interestingly,  despite  the  fact  that  the  editor‘s  identity  is  revealed  to  the  public,  the 
published editorial article has no signature nor does it have a by-line as it represents a 
group‘s viewpoints and not individual interests (Meltzer, 2007).  Likewise, Raines (as 
cited in Barringer, 2000), a former executive editor of The New York Times, remarked 
that  editors  should  let  readers  understand  that  what  is  reflected  or  endorsed  in 
editorials is actually shared insight and ―collective wisdom‖ of the newspaper editors.  
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The study selects the editorials published in The News International of Pakistan (NI) 
 and Arab News of Saudi Arabia (AN) to investigate the Arab Spring.  These editorials 
 portray  the  2011  protests  which  broke  out  in  five  Arab  countries,  namely,  Tunisia, 
 Yemen,  Egypt,  Libya  and  Syria.    Thus,  it  is  worth  investigating  editorials  that  are 
 produced with intended effects and meanings involving ideologies. 


1.1.3 The Research Setting: The Origins of the Two Newspapers  


The research setting of the study represents Pakistan and Saudi Arabia as the origins 
 of  the  selected  newspapers.  The  Islamic  Republic  of  Pakistan  is  the  second  largest 
 Islamic state and the sixth most populous country of the world with a population size 
 of  about  196,174,380,  as  of  July  2014,  scattering  over  an  area  of  796,096  km2.  The 
 country  has  a  parliamentary  democratic  system  of  government  with  four  provinces, 
 autonomous  regions  and  a  federal  capital  territory.  This  Muslim  majority  country 
 came into existence in 1947. Urdu is the national language of Pakistan but English is 
 equally  significant  with  the  status  of  an  official  language  in  the  country.  English  is 
 used as the medium of instruction in all institutions ranging from primary to tertiary 
 education. In addition, English language has become a means of educational, political, 
 economic  and  social  gains  in  the  country.  It  is  rated  as  a  symbol  of  social  status, 
 prestige and a doorway to success (Ghani, 2003; Shamim, 2011).   


The English media in Pakistan are elite-centric and cater mostly to the urban class of 
the  country.  The  English  print  media,  in  particular,  have  greater  impact  on  upper 
strata of the Pakistani society comprising politicians, opinion makers and members of 
business  community.  The  print  media  is  the  oldest  form  of  media  in  Pakistan.  The 
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first  English  newspaper DAWN  was  launched  by  the  founder  of  Pakistan  in  1941 
 (International  Media  Support,  2009).  The  Pakistani  press  takes  the  responsibility  to 
 serve  the  public  and  protect  the  rights  of  citizens  by  promoting  the  freedom  of  the 
 press and public awareness (―Press Council of Pakistan‖, 2002).  


Throughout  the  years,  the  Pakistani  government  implemented  several  measures  to 
 curb the media freedom in the country which included various press laws, taking over 
 of  publishing  houses  and  media  outlets,  creation  of  different  media  groups, 
 controlling  news  agencies,  distribution  of  newsprint  quotas,  cash  prize  awards  and 
 monetary benefits for selected journalists, writers and opinion makers. The media in 
 Pakistan  have  embedded  itself  in  political  struggles  happening  at  various  level  of 
 administration  in  the  country  (Mezzera  &  Sial,  2010).  However,  after  1999,  the 
 Pakistani  media  started  flourishing  with  more  freedom.  The  Pakistani  press  is 
 classified  into  three  categories  based  on  its  linguistic  divisions:  English,  Urdu  and 
 regional  languages.  The  English  press  has  been  more  popular  among  the  educated 
 citizens  as  English  language  newspapers  are  considered  more  liberal,  qualified  and 
 democratic (Hassan, 2012; Safdar, 2015).  


The leading newspaper groups in Pakistan have been illustrated in Table 1.1. The first 
group, Jang, follows conservative policy and publishes news through its most popular 
media  outlets.    The  second  group,  Dawn,  adopts  policies  which  are  more  liberal, 
moderate and based on secular perspectives.  Third group, Nawa-e-Waqt, is reviewed 
as  conservative  with  the  policy  of  promoting  democracy,  national  interests  and 
Islamic  values  (Mezzera  &  Sial,  2010;  Rehman,  2014;  Safdar,  2015).  Over  the  past 
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decade,  the  media  in  Pakistan  have  influentially  changed  people‘s  thinking  on 
 political  and  social  issues.  For  policy  makers  in  Pakistan,  the  print  media  are 
 considered more influential. The news is supported by editorials in which newspapers 
 take decision on critical issues (Rehman, 2014). The English newspapers in Pakistan 
 also  pay  attention  to  international  affairs  (Shah,  2010)  such  as  the  Arab  Spring 
 editorials published by the NI. 


Table 1.1 


An Overview of Newspaper Groups in Pakistan 


Source: (Mezzera & Sial, 2010) 


Saudi Arabia is the birth place of Islam which homes the two Holy cities, Makkah and 
 Madinah.  This  significance  gives  the  country  an  edge  to  have  an  ideological  and 
 political  influence  over  1.6  billion  Muslims  or  the  23  percent  of  the  world‘s 
 population  (De  Bel-Air,  2014).  Established  by  King  Abdulaziz  in  1932,  the  country 


Owner and Publisher  Founded  Name  Type 


Jang Group of Newspapers  1942  Jang 


The News International 


Daily 


Pakistan Herald Publications  1941  DAWN  Daily 


Nawa-i-Waqat Group of Publications  1940  Nawa-e-Waqt 
 The Nation 


Daily 


Express Group  1998  Daily Express 


Express Tribune 


Daily 


Daily Times Group  2002  Daily Aaj Kal 


Daily Times 


Daily 
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occupies four-fifths of the Arabian Peninsula scattered over an area of approximately 
 2,250,000  km2  with  a  population  size  of  about  28.7  million.  Additionally,  Saudi 
 Arabia  receives  millions  of  pilgrims  for  Umrah  and  Hajj  (Al  Zahrani,  2014),  which 
 further  highlights  the  country‘s  status  in  the  Muslim  world.  Saudi  Arabia  is  a 
 monarchy  administered  by  Sharia  (the  Islamic  law)  and  the  head  of  the  state  and 
 government is the King. It is the third-largest country in the Middle East by land area 
 (Alarfaj, 2013). The official language of Saudi Arabia is Arabic. However, English as 
 a foreign language has deepened its  roots in  different  sectors of the  country  ranging 
 from  education  to  industry.  Al-Shumaimeri  (1999)  described  that  English  in  Saudi 
 Arabia serves as the medium of instruction in higher educational institutions and pays 
 considerable  services  to  the  sectors  of  trade,  economy  and  diplomacy.  English  has 
 already  been  introduced  into  the  primary  level  of  education  to  promote  its  use  and 
 realize its importance as a competitive global language (Al-Seghayer, 2011).  


The  English  language  has  played  a  significant  role  in  the  Saudi  print  media  by 
disseminating  the  country‘s  point  of  view  to  local  and  international  readership.  The 
Saudi Press Agency, the first national news agency established in 1970, prints news in 
both Arabic and English. The agency is the central body which collects and circulates 
news  officially  about  the  Kingdom  and  distributes  reports  to  different  media  outlets 
(Ministry  of  Culture  and  Information,  n.d.).  The  history  of  the  print  media  can  be 
traced back to the twentieth century when the first official newspaper of the region Al- 
Hijaz  was  published  in  1908.  The  press  development  in  Saudi  Arabia  underwent 
several stages. The print media gradually gained momentum and newspapers became 
the  most  popular  medium  (Alarfaj,  2013).    The  newspapers  in  the  country  still 
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influence the readers and are considered an important news vehicle. To many Saudis, 
 a true story is what is actually published in a newspaper (Al Maghlooth, 2013). 


In Saudi  Arabia,  the Ministry of Culture and  Information  is  responsible for enacting 
press  and  publication  laws.  The  government  takes  the  responsibility  to  protect  the 
general  welfare  which  means  anything  that  can  provoke  ―friction  between  the 
government and citizens, or adversely affect each citizen‘s duty towards his religion, 
country and community‖ (Alawadh, 2014, p. 16). Self-censorship is pervasive among 
the Saudi writers and they have to be careful of violating any taboos (Alarfaj, 2013, 
2013;  Alawadh,  2014;  Al  Maghlooth)  it  is  incumbent  for  the  information  media  to 
serve the society,  consolidate Islamic values, uphold Arabic traditions and safeguard 
its inheritance, firmly oppose what appears as a threat for its purity and harmony and 
emphasize  on  the  stability  and  safety  of  the  country  (Al-Garni,  2000).  Among  more 
than  a  dozen  newspapers  in  Saudi  Arabia,  editors-in-chief  follow  the  written 
guidelines  of  the  official  news  agency  related  to  crucial  local,  domestic  and  foreign 
policy issues (Alarfaj, 2013; Al Maghlooth, 2013).  Most of the press establishments 
in  Saudi  Arabia  are  dominated  by  Arabic  language  newspapers  except  two  daily 
English newspapers of which Arab News is the focus of this study. Table 1.2 displays 
an overview of leading newspaper groups in Saudi Arabia. 
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Table 1.2 


An Overview of Newspaper Groups in Saudi Arabia 


Owner and Publisher  Founded  Name  Type 


Al-Bilad Press and Publication Establishment  1964  Al-Bilad  Daily 
 Al-Jazeera, Press / Publication Establishment  1964  Al-Jazeera  Daily 
 Okaz Organization for Press and Publication  1965  Okaz, Saudi 


Gazette 


Daily 


Al-Madinah Press Establishment  1964  Al-Madinah  Daily 
 Makkah Establishment for Printing and 


Information 


1964  Al-Nadwah  Daily 


Al-Yamamh Press Establishment  1964  Al-Riyadh  Daily 


Dar-Alyoum Press/Publication Establishment  1965  Al-Youm  Daily 


Asir Establishment  2000  Al-Watan  Daily 


Saudi Research and Publishing Company  1972  Arab News 
 Asharq al 
 Awsat 


Daily 


Source: (Alarfaj, 2013; Al Maghlooth, 2013; Almistadi, 2014) 


The  multidimensional  relations  between  Pakistan  and  Saudi  Arabia  are  deep  and 
historic. Saudi Arabia was one of the first countries which recognized the birth of the 
Islamic  Republic  of  Pakistan  after  independence  in  1947.  Since  then,  both  the 
countries  have  served  each  other  with  more  brotherly  relations.  These  bilateral 
relations  are  guided  by  national  interests,  tied  by  the  Islamic  faith  of  unity,  historic 
brotherhood  and  religious  and  economic  proximity.  Additionally,  both  Pakistan  and 
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Saudi  Arabia  reiterate  and  revise  their  close  affiliations,  various  issues  of  common 
 interest and joint ventures through exchange of official visits by dignitaries of the two 
 countries (Wahab, 2015). These factors have built strong, reliable and iconic relations 
 between the two countries. Saudi Arabia and Pakistan are also leading members of the 
 Organization  of  the  Islamic  Cooperation  (OIC).  The  two  countries  have  worked 
 closely for protecting stability and peace in the Islamic world (M. H. Khan, 2012).  


Thus,  the  relationship  between  Pakistan  and  Saudi  Arabia  is  based  on  strong 
 foundation  and  ―the  two  countries  are  strategic  allies  and  have  a  long  history  of 
 friendship  and  mutual  interests‖  (Almaeena,  2015,  para.  12).  With  geo-strategic 
 relations, the two countries have shown convergence and shared their like-mindedness 
 on  issues  of  regional  and  international  concern  which  commonly  affect  the  two 
 nations  (Alam,  Almotairi,  Gaadar  &  Malik,  2013;  M.  H.  Khan,  2012).  With  such 
 relationship,  Pakistan  and  Saudi  Arabia  have  always  supported  each  other  during 
 conflicts  and  crises.    In  relation  to  the  Arab  Spring,  the  two  countries  issued  a  joint 
 declaration to resolve the Syrian conflict by agreeing on ―lifting of siege of the Syrian 
 towns  and  villages;  stopping  …  bombardment;  and  setting  up  of  safe  corridors...to 
 deliver  food  and  humanitarian  aid  to  besieged  Syrian  citizens,  under  international 
 supervision‖ (Syed, 2014, para. 7).  


Pakistan  and  Saudi  Arabia  were  not  directly  affected  by  the  Arab  Spring.    On  the 
contrary,  the  noticeable  reforms  in  Saudi  Arabia  averted  such  uprisings  and  the 
country  showed  remarkable  ability  to  maintain  peace  and  remain  invulnerable  to  all 
types of political disorders (Aarts & Al-Tamamay, 2013; Abdulla, 2013; Al Zahrani, 
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2014).  Similarly, Pakistan also  did  not  experience  any anti-regime rebellions  similar 
 to the Arab Spring. The major reason which averted the uprisings included existence 
 of  democracy  and  political  culture  as  part  of  the  country‘s  system  (Sheikh,  2013; 


Syed,  2012)  in  contrast  to  the  dictatorial  regimes  in  the  affected  countries  (Tunisia, 
 Yemen, Egypt,  Libya, Syria) of the Arab Spring. Moreover, the revolution remained 
 away from the Pakistani society as it enjoyed comparatively more freedom of media 
 in  relation  to  Tunisia,  Egypt  and  Libya  (Soherwordi  &  Akram,  2011;  ―The  Arab 
 Spring‖, 2012).  


Given such settings, the study investigates the impact of bilateral relations and media 
 constraints  on  the  portrayal  of  the  Arab  Spring. The  opinion  and  ideologies  embody 
 sociocultural  norms  and  values  which  are  shared  by  a  particular  group  or 
 community (van  Dijk,  1995c)  which  may  share  causal  relationship due  to  certain 
 events.  The  CDA  approach  explores such ―opaque  relationships  of  causality  and 
 determination between (a) discursive practices, events and texts, and (b) wider social 
 and  cultural  structures,  relations,  and  processes…‖(Fairclough,  2013b,  p.  93).   Such 
 an  approach  helps  determine  to  what  extent  the  sociocultural  background,  Islamic 
 societies/communities/countries, influences  the  Pakistani  and  Saudi  editorial  writers 
 in  delivering  opinions  about  the  uprising.  Hardly,  any  contemporary  media  research 
 studies  in  these  two  countries  have  investigated  the  Arab  Spring.  The  researchers  in 
 Pakistan (e.g., Mahmood & Ahmad, 2013; Raza & Akbar, 2012; Shabir, Khan, Adnan 


&  Safdar,  2014)  and  Saudi  Arabia  (e.g.,  Alarfaj,  2013;  Alawadh,  2014;  Alotaibi, 
2015) explored the media discourses related to non-Arab Spring issues. Hence, there 
is need to explore the media perspective of the two countries on Arab Spring. 
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1.1.4 Rationale for the Two Newspaper Editorials 


The  study  compares  the  editorial  coverage  of  the  Arab  Spring  in  Pakistan  (NI)  and 
 Saudi Arabia (AN). Within the domain of the media discourse, a research study may 
 compare  ―two  or  more  nations  with  respect  to  some  common  activity‖  (Edelstein, 
 1982,  as  cited  in  Livingstone,  2003,  p.  3).  The  study  investigates  how  one  common 
 event,  Arab  Spring,  is  produced  by  the  mainstream  media  in  two  different  socio-
 cultural  societies  (Arab  and  non-Arab).  Therefore,  it  is  suggested  that  comparison 
 creates opportunities for getting exciting insights into in-depth understanding of issues 
 that  focally  concern  different  countries.  Further,  it  provides  information  regarding 
 different  media  patterns  contained  by  social,  political  and  geographic  positions 
 (Verhulst, 2008), for instance, the case of Pakistan and Saudi Arabia.  


My  choice  of  Pakistan  and  Saudi  Arabia  also  reflects  my  own  positioning  as  an 
insider  and  outsider  in  the  real  life  context.  The  ―insider-outsider‖  perspective 
(Merton,  1972)  advocates  how  a  person  outside  a  group  (my  ethnicity,  for  instance, 
being  a  non-Arab)  may  achieve  insights  in  a  way  different  from  the  one  inside  a 
group, as the outsider has no in-group sensibilities. Similarly, the Pakistani newspaper 
(NI)  is  considered  an  outsider  that  belongs  to  a  non-Arab  society/country  which  is 
geographically  segregated  from  the  Arab  Spring  nations.  On  the  other  hand,  in  the 
context of the Arab Spring, the Saudi newspaper (AN) is considered an insider which 
represents the voice of an Arab society/country within the region of the Arab Spring 
nations.  Such  positioning  encourages  me  strongly  to  explore  the  two  news  editorial 
perspectives. I argue that while there might have been numerous studies on the Arab 
Spring incidents, not much has been explored on how the events are constructed in the 
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news editorials of an Arab and non-Arab media. Given the argument, where there are 
 two  countries/nations  involved  in  representing  conflict,  the  situation  is  assumed  as 
 either  the  negative  ―out-group‖  realm,  which  is  the  NI,  or  the  positive  ―in-group‖ 


realm, which is the AN (van Dijk, 1998b). 


The rationale behind  the selection of the NI  and  AN  is  also  driven by the following 
 justifications. Firstly, Pakistan is my country of origin and birth where I am a national 
 and an ardent reader of the NI.   Thus, it is heartening to make sense of the editorial 
 excerpts  concerning  the  Arab  Spring.  I  am  able  to  analyse  the  editorials  in  a  more 
 discerning  and  objective  manner  without,  arguably,  being  biased  about  the  events. 


However, the elements of inter-subjectivity and subjectivity will nevertheless exist as 
 I  interact  (as  a  reader  and  researcher)  with  the  portrayal  of  the  events;  I  cannot 
 possibly ignore the cultural specifics of the discourse (see Duranti, 2010) given that I 
 have lived and worked in Saudi Arabia. This is consistent with the notion that the aim 
 of  critical  approach  to  discourse  analysis  can  ―…reveal  …hidden…  ‗often  out  of 
 sight‘ values, positions, and perspectives‖ (Paltridge, 2012, p. 186). 


Secondly, the selection of the AN from Saudi Arabia resonates with the host country 
where  I  currently  teach  and  reside.  I  have  become  interested  in  exploring  the  Arab 
Spring  incidents  due  to  my  work  relationship  in  a  multinational  Arab  setting  and 
through my affiliation with the Arab community. I have been inspired by the feelings 
of  my  university  colleagues  from  different  Arab  countries  given  the  interpersonal 
interaction  I  have  with  them  often.  Some  of  those,  I  am  acquainted  with,  originate 
from  and  work  in  the  Arab  Spring  countries.  Such  interests  have  prompted  me  to 
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explore how the mainstream newspapers outside the protest-affected countries portray 
 the Arab Spring. 


Hence,  this  research  aims  at  analysing  the  extent  to  which  the  selected  newspapers 
 reflect similarities and differences in portraying the uprising. It is assumed that the NI 
 belonging  to  a  distant,  non-Arab  and  geographically  segregated  country  generally 
 adopts  a  pro-Arab  Spring  approach.  On  the  contrary,  the  AN  may  remain  more 
 concerned  about  the  uprising  countries  due  to  its  regional  and  sociocultural 
 affiliations with the Arab Spring nations. 


1.1.5 Arab Spring: The Breakout 


The  phrase  Arab  Spring  represents  a  series  of  protests,  reform  movements  and 
 revolutions  that  engulfed  some  of  the  Arab  countries  in  the  Middle  East  and  North 
 Africa  (Perrin,  2013)  including  Tunisia,  Yemen,  Egypt,  Libya  and  Syria.  These 
 nationwide  protests  that  broke  out  against  the  ruling  authorities,  during  the  late 
 months  of  2010  and  the  early  months  of  2011,  intended  to  generate  a  tendency  of 
 change in the region (Blaydes & Lo, 2012; Chokoshvili, 2011). Historically, the term 


―spring‖  was  used  in  Europe  to  define  popular  uprisings  against  a  political  system 
(Al-Mulhim,  2016)  such  as  the  Prague  Spring  which  erupted  in  Czechoslovakia  in 
1968  (Perrin,  2013).  The  term  also  refers  to  the  European  Revolution,  namely,  The 
Springs  of  Nations  which  occurred  in  1848.    In  the  Arab  world,  it  reminds  of  the 
Damascus  Spring  of  2000  to  2001,  the  Beirut  Spring  in  2005  (Massad,  2012),  the 
Baghdad Spring in 2003 and the Cairo Spring in 2005 to 2006 (Abusharif, 2014).  
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The  Arab  Spring  protests  first  broke  out  in  Tunisia  and  rapidly  spread  to  Yemen, 
 Egypt,  Libya  and  Syria.  The  wave  of  anti-regime  protests  overthrew  long-standing 
 dictatorial  regimes  in  these  affected  countries  except  Syria.  This  pro-change 
 movement reshaped the politics of the region (Aday, Farrell, Lynch, Sides, & Freelon, 
 2012;  Al-Mulhim,  2016)  by  questioning  the  existing  authoritarianism  (Bauer,  2015) 
 and  carrying out  the demands for  ‗freedom‘ and ‗change‘  (Panara  & Wilson, 2013). 


The tragic story of Mohammed Bouazizi, who burnt himself to death, ignited the Arab 
 Spring protests and aroused worldwide sympathies. As a dweller of a Tunisian town, 
 Mohammad Bouazizi was a primary breadwinner for his family; he failed to bribe the 
 municipal authorities and his weighing scales and cart, the sole means of making his 
 income,  were  seized  by  the  officials.  Bouazizi‘s  desperate  calls  for  seeking  justice 
 went  futile.  Subsequently,  he  burnt  himself  on  17  December  2010  (Kashefi,  2013).  


Consequently, the death of this 26-year-old despondent sparked the first violent wave 
 of anti-regime protests in Tunisia (Karkouti, 2016).  


The  Arab  Spring  in  Tunisia,  also  known  as  Jasmine  Revolution,  (Khosrokhavar, 
 2016)  caused  more  than  three  300  death  and  over  2000  injuries  (Shahshahani  & 


Mullin, 2012). As reported, pro-change protests in the country against socio-political 
injustice,  widespread  unemployment  and  severe  economic  recession  (―Tunisia  Boils 
Over‖, 2011) were seriously suppressed by security forces and  the images of police 
brutality  against  the  Tunisian  protesters  were  watched  across  the  world  (Abushouk, 
2016). Consequently, Zine El Abidine Ben Ali‘s ruling party in Tunisia was ousted on 
14  January  2011  (Acemoglu,  Hassan  &  Tahoun,  2014;  Hashemi,  2013).  Figure  1.1 
illustrates the timeline of the Arab Spring.   
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Figure 1.1. Timeline of Arab Spring  
 Source: (Rodenbeck, 2013) 


The  Arab  Spring  broke  out  in  Yemen  when  a  Facebook  post  on  16  January  2011 
 invited  the  public  to  express  solidarity  with  the  Arab  Spring  protesters  in  Tunisia. 


This  invitation  instigated  anti-regime  protests  in  the  country  which  culminated  in 
removing President Ali Abdullah Saleh‘s 33-year-old rule on 27 February 2012. The 
proclaimed reasons of frustration in Yemen were almost the same as in Tunisia such 
as  corruption,  social  abuses,  economic  instabilities,  political  turmoil  and  joblessness 
faced by the youth (Moaddel, 2012). More than 2,000 people died while 500,000 were 
internally displaced and thousands became foodless and homeless during the unrest in 
the  country  (Reuters,  2012).  The  anti-regime  protests  in  Yemen  were  supported  by 
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religious  leaders,  government  officials,  tribesmen  and  others.  The  decade  long 
 tyrannical rule of President Saleh became a matter of concern for many Yemenis (Al-
 Faqih,  2011).  As  claimed,  these  despondent  citizens  wanted  to  establish  a  modern 
 civil  state  in  Yemen  by  eradicating  the  corrupt  rulers  who  had  badly  failed  to  serve 
 their countrymen (Hill, Salisbury, Northedge & Kinninmont, 2013). 


In Egypt, on 25 January 2011, a public rally was also mobilized through Facebook to 
 raise voice against the regime‘s violence, corruption and acts of emergency (Moaddel, 
 2012).  The  death  of  Khalid  Mohamed  Saeed,  a  young  Egyptian  protester,  beaten  by 
 security forces in the city of Alexandria, intensified the public anger against President 
 Hosni  Mubarak‘s  regime  when  images  of  his  disfigured  corpse  were  circulated 
 through  the  social  media.  Mubarak‘s  National  Democratic  Party  was  claimed  as  an 
 epitome  of  economic  favouritism,  corruption  and  monopolization  of  political  power 
 (Acemoglu et al., 2014). On February 4, 2011, thousands of the protesters gathered at 
 Tahrir Square in Cairo and other parts of the country to demand the regime ‗change‘ 


through elections  and democratic reforms. During the Arab Spring in Egypt, at least 
 800 nationals were killed and more than  6,000  were injured (Zagger, 2011). Finally, 
 Mubarak was forced by the protesters to quit on February 11, 2011 (Abushouk, 2016).  


The  Arab  Spring  with  its  rapidly  increasing  momentum  also  spread  to  Libya.  On 
February  17,  2011,  protests  erupted  against  the  Libyan  regime.  President  Colonel 
Gaddafi  adopted  several  precautionary  measures  but  could  not  survive  against  the 
gigantic Arab Spring. It was reported that his rule, which started in 1969, crushed all 
forms  of  dissidents  and  denied  Libyans  of  human  rights  (Kashefi,  2013).  There  had 
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not  been  any  proper  governmental  system  for  ages  (―Qaddafi  Totters‖,  2011).  The 
 protesters were desperately dissatisfied with expanding corruption and unemployment 
 accompanied by deep-rooted systems of tribal preferentialism. The Libyan diplomats 
 at  the  UN  supported  the  Arab  Spring  and  insisted  on  the  Libyan  military  to  support 
 anti-regime  protesters.  The  conflicts  between  military  and  Qaddafi‘s  loyalists  broke 
 out which dragged the country to a full-fledged civil war (Abushouk, 2016). Finally, 
 the protesters succeeded in liberating Libya from Qaddafi‘s 42-year-old rule of brutal 
 repression  (Cottle,  2011).  Ultimately,  in  October  2011,  Qaddafi  was  captured  and 
 killed by the protesters (Khosrokhavar, 2016). At least, 30,000 people were reported 
 dead,  50,000  were  wounded  and  thousands  were  reported  missing  in  Libya‘s  six-
 month civil war (Laub, 2011).  


The Arab Spring erupted in Syria when security forces opened fire on the protesters, 
on 13 March 2011, who demanded the release of  children detained for painting anti-
government  graffiti  on  the  walls  of  a  school  (Moaddel,  2012).  President  Bashar  al-
Assad  was  accused  of  creating  internal  colonialism  like  situations  by  bombing  his 
people and stopping them from joining the freedom movement launched through the 
Arab Spring (Hashemi, 2013). On 25 March 2011, massive protests were held which 
demanded reforms and lifting of the country‘s 48-year-old state of emergency. It was 
reported that security forces treated the protesters with extreme cruelty, bombed cities 
and  villages  and  openly  killed  civilians  (Rovera,  2012).  Syria  was  engulfed  by 
nationwide  protests  which  also  included  several  Fridays,  in  which  millions 
participated, such as Friday Quit, Friday of the Descendants  of Khalid ibn  al-Walid, 
Friday  of  the  Killing  Silence  and  Friday  of  International  Support  and  Protection 
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(Khosrokhavar, 2016).  During the Arab Spring, more than two million Syrians had to 
 seek  refuge  in  neighboring  countries  with  4.25  million  people  internally  displaced 
 (Edwards & Dobbs, 2013). The death toll in Syria even surpassed 150, 000 (Barnard, 
 2014).  The  regime  encountered  deep  trouble  due  to  pro-change  protests  which 
 threatened  the  autocratic  hold  of  Assad‘s  family.  Consequently,  the  Syrian  uprising 
 tuned into a civil which still continues (Khosrokhavar, 2016).  


With these events and their developments in perspective, I examine how the (AN) and 
 (NI) newspaper editorials construct the Arab Spring.  


1.2 The Problem Statement   


The  news  is  a  re-contextualization  of  different  events  ranging  from  politics,  society 
 and  education.  Therefore,  the  news  helps  elevate  people  socially,  politically  and 
 educationally  when  they  are  in  direct  contact  with  it  through  the  media  discourse, 
 which tends to  shape the public mind on different  socio-political  issues,  build social 
 relations  through  portrayal  of  events  of  mutual  interests  and  help  to  understand  the 
 importance of a society as a single entity (Weiss & Wodak, 2003). As an integral part 
 of the media discourse, newspapers are cultural artefacts which suggest that the print 
 media vary from country to country and culture to culture. However, it does not imply 
 that  the  print  media  in  one  country  are  better  than  the  other.  Rather,  newspapers 
 represent the culture they are produced in or originate from and their  language has its 


―own  emotional  and  cultural  loading‖  (Reah,  2002,  p.  55)  which  often  reflects  the 
attitude  of  one  culture  showing  little  respect  for  certain  groups,  beliefs  or  concepts 
related  to  other  culture.  Thus,  the  newspaper  language  tends  to  change  with  the 
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change in  belief  and values.  Like other forms  of texts, the newspaper discourse also 
 operates at lexical and syntactic levels to deliver a clear ideological message, establish 
 a particular relationship with audiences and determine their nature (Reah, 2002). 


Since  the  institutions  of  news  reporting  and  productions  are  situated  socially, 
 politically  or  economically,  the  news  is  produced  based  on  a  particular  angle  or 
 ideological position.  Thus, a strong tendency of bias exists in the media descriptions 
 of events as the news is not simply ―a value-free reflection‖ (p. 4) of realties or facts 
 (Fowler,  1991),  for  instance,  the  news  editorials  in  this  study.  Through  a  printed 
 discourse  type,  writers  produce  forms  and  meanings  which  are  either  assumed  to  be 
 understood by  readers or which may  explicitly address  them  and stimulate reactions 
 or  it  may  simply  be  produced  as  a  recipient-designed  discourse.  In  such  type  of 
 written communications, writers (journalists) and readers (media users) get entangled 
 into  sociocultural  practices,  shared  beliefs  and  ideological  relationships  which  make 
 the news text  a societal  product  (van Dijk,  1988a).    Hence,  the  ideological  bias in  a 
 new text cannot be ignored and it is not the issue who is supported or opposed but the 
 issue is the existence of bias, as  seen in the Arab Spring portrayal.  In the process of 
 news  production,  editors  have  the  power  of  making  decisions  on  behalf  of  readers 
 who might not be fully aware of the omitted information or news stories. The news in 
 this case is, therefore, produced under legitimate editorial control (Reah, 2002).  


The  media  played  a  critical  role  in  covering  the  2011  Arab  Spring  where  different 
media  outlets  including  the  newspapers  were  considered  a  driving  force  behind 
prompting  anti-regime protests.  The Arab audiences, for instance, in Tunisia, Egypt, 
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Yemen,  Libya  and  Syria  also  relied  on  international  newspapers  during  the  uprising 
 beyond their national media channels and newspapers. This is due to the reason that 
 the  national  media  in  these  countries  usually  remained  loyal  to  the  existing  regimes 
 and, hence, lacked  credibility.  The Arab Spring caught extraordinary attention from 
 the international media and the Arab Spring countries were subjected to intense media 
 coverage.  However,  the  media‘s  tendency  to  restrain  or  fully  cover  some  events 
 depends on several factors such as newsworthiness, news sources and loyalty shown 
 by the media organisation to its national policies. Such media control served as a tool 
 for the governments to mobilise the Arab audiences by propagating and glorifying the 
 achievements  of  the  ruling  elites  (Haider,  2016).    Amazingly,  when  these  countries 
 were burning with  revolutions,  the state-owned  media mostly  reported  empty streets 
 denying any signs of the uprising or pro-change movements (Ramadan, 2014).  


The Arab Spring has become worth examining since the revolutions generated a ―new 
set of media images‖ (p. 144) for research scholars to explore various aspects of the 
events  (Salaita,  2012).  The  events  challenged  the  academics,  commentators  and 
policymakers  to  contemplate  the  developments  and  circumstances  it  produced 
(Abusharif,  2014).  Since  the  protests  broke  out,  they  gained  attention  and  interest 
among  the  scholars  and  social  scientists  around  the  globe.  There  have  been  an 
increased  number  of  research  studies  about  the  Arab  Spring  revolutions  but  the 
research  on  social  media  representations  of  the  protests  dominated  the  scene  (Rand, 
2013).  As  claimed,  due  to  absence  of  any  ―open  media  and  civil  society  in  the 
uprising  countries,  the  new  media  played  an  instrumental  role  by  serving  as  an 
updated  source  of  information  about  the  revolutions  (Khondker,  2011).  Specifically, 
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Facebook, Twitter and You Tube (Axford, 2011; Chung & Cho, 2013; Harsch, 2011; 


Rane  &  Salem,  2012)  disseminated  the  conflicts  (Campbell  &  Hawk,  2012)  as  sole 
 drivers and the Arab Spring was even considered a direct outcome of the popularity of 
 the  Internet  and  digital  media  (Arif,  2014).  Thus,  relatively  less  attention  has  been 
 given to the newspaper coverage of the events (Haider, 2016). 


By  pinpointing  the  existing  research  trend  of  too  much  dependence  on  the  social 
 media  coverage,  this  study  draws  the  readers‘  attention  towards  the  news  media 
 coverage  of  the  Arab  Spring,  or  rather,  the  portrayal  of  each  episode  that  occurred. 


Despite  a  good  number  of  studies  on  the  Arab  Spring,  not  much  has  been  explored 
 about  the  events  from  the  CDA  perspective  of  the  newspaper  discourse  (Alhumaidi, 
 2013; Bardici, 2012; Youssef, 2012) where specific lexical choices in the text would 
 become  the  analytical  factor.  Upon  reviewing  the  existing  news  media  discourse 
 studies  in  the  context  of  Pakistan,  it  has  been  observed  that  the  media  researchers 
 largely neglected the portrayal of the Arab Spring. Rarely, the  researchers examined 
 the  newspaper  coverage  of  the  uprising  in  Pakistan  (Alasuutari,  Qadir  &  Creutz, 
 2013) despite widespread media reporting of the protests in the country. Similarly, the 
 media research on the Arab Spring has also been limited in Saudi Arabia (AlMaskati, 
 2012; Amin & Jalilifar, 2013) despite the fact that the country has cultural, linguistic 
 and geographical proximity with the uprising nations.  


The media discourses  including the news media  can be better explored as  a specific 
type  of  language  use,  text  or  a  particular  type  of  sociocultural  practice  (van  Dijk, 
1988a)  such  as  the  case  of  the  Arab  Spring.    The  study  of  such  a  media  discourse 
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becomes  more  significant  if  its  objectives  are  to  investigate  whether  the  power  is 
 manipulated  through  the  linguistic  forms  or  a  particular  genre  of  discourse,  for 
 instance, editorials, or by the people who control the events (editors) or have access to 
 the public spheres (Reisigl & Wodak, 2009). For instance, the editorials as newspaper 
 representatives  convey  certain  tendencies  which  are  in  accordance  with  the  implicit 
 ideologies  practiced  in  the  news  media  manifested  as  either  legitimized  or  de-
 legitimized  means  adopted  to  achieve  certain  goals  (Fairclough,  2013a). Moreover, 
 the  mind  control  by  the  media  works  effectively  when  the  media  users  change  their 
 minds of free will and accept journalistic opinions as legitimate without realising its 
 implications (van Dijk, 1995d).  


Given such arguments, a need was felt to investigate how the news media viewed the 
 Arab  Spring  from  outside  the  borders  of  Tunisia,  Yemen,  Egypt,  Libya,  and  Syria 
 where the freedom of the press was restricted by the authorities to promote their own 
 dictatorial interests (Haider, 2016).  For such reasons, this study presents two different 
 media perspectives from outside the affected countries. It highlights the Arab Spring 
 portrayal from the lens of the mainstream newspapers in Pakistan and Saudi Arabia.  


Supposedly,  the  NI  (Pakistan)  might  cover  the  events  differently  with  an  ‗outsider‘ 


perspective  from  outside  the  borders  of  the  Arab  region  and  the  AN  (Saudi  Arabia) 
might  cover  the  events  differently  with  an  ‗insider‘  perspective  located  within  the 
Arab region. Given the fact that the media discourse tends to shape the people‘s mind-
set, we need to  utilize our sense making  of the  Arab Spring as well as  of the media 
sense making of this particular turmoil. 
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