

  
    
            
        
      
      
        
          
        

        
          
            
          
        
        
          
            
              
                
              
            

            
              
                
                  Nokarohina vao haingana
                

              

                
                  
                      
                      
                        
                      
                  

                
              
                Tiada Hasil Ditemukan
              

            

          

          
            
              

                
              
            

            
              
                Tags
              

              
                
                  
                      
                  
                
              

              
                

              

              
                Tiada Hasil Ditemukan
              

            

          

          
            
              
                
              
            

            
              
                Dokumen
              

              
                
                  
                      
                  
                
              

              
                

              

              
                Tiada Hasil Ditemukan
              

            

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
          
        
      
              

                        
  
  

                
            
            
        
        Bahasa Melayu
                        
          
            
            
              
                Laman utama
                
                  
                
              
              
                Sekoly
                
                  
                
              
              
                Topik
                
                  
                
              
            

          

        


        
          Log Masuk
        
        
        
        
        
          

  





  
    
      
      	
            
              
              
            
            Padamkan
          
	
            
              
              
            
          
	
            
              
                
              
              
            
          
	
          

        
	Tiada Hasil Ditemukan


      
        
          
        
      
    

  







  
      
  
    
    	
                                    
              Laman utama
            
            




	
                          
                
              
                        
              Lain-lain
            
            


      
                  OF MINORITY YOUNG MUSLIM WOMEN IN  GUANGZHOU, CHINA 
      

      
        
          
            
              
                
              
            
            
            
              
                Share "OF MINORITY YOUNG MUSLIM WOMEN IN  GUANGZHOU, CHINA "

                
                  
                    
                  
                  
                    
                  
                  
                    
                  
                  
                    
                  
                

                
                  

                  
                    COPY
                  
                

              

            

          

          
            
              

                
              
            
          

        

      

    

    
      
        
          
            
              
            
                          
                N/A
              
                      


          
            
              
            
                          
                N/A
              
                      

        

        
                      
              
                
              
                               Protected
                          

                    
            
              
            
            
              Taom-pianarana: 
                2022
              
            

          

        

        
          
            
            
                
                    
                
                Info
                
                

            
            

            

                        
  

                
        Muat turun
          
              

          
            
              
                
                Protected

              

              
                
                
                  Academic year: 2022
                

              

            

            
              
                
                  
                
                
                
                  
                    Share "OF MINORITY YOUNG MUSLIM WOMEN IN  GUANGZHOU, CHINA "

                    
                      
                        
                      
                      
                        
                      
                      
                        
                      
                      
                        
                      
                    

                    
                      

                      
                        
                      
                    

                    Copied!

                  

                

              

              
                
                  
                
              

            

            
              
                
                24
              

              
                
                0
              

              
                
                0
              

            

          

        

      

      
        
                              
            
            24
          

          
            
            0
          

          
            
            0
          

        

      

    

  



  
        
                    
  
    
    
      
        Memuatkan....
        (lihat teks penuh sekarang)
      

      
        
      

      
      

    

  




  
      

                    Tunjuk Lagi (   halaman )
        
  


  
      

                    Muat turun sekarang ( 24 halaman )
      



      
            
  
    Tekspenuh

    
      (1)
EDUCATIONAL INFLUENCES ON ETHNIC IDENTITY  DEVELOPMENT: A PHENOMENOLOGICAL STUDY 



OF MINORITY YOUNG MUSLIM WOMEN IN  GUANGZHOU, CHINA 



BY  



SHA CHUNYAN 



A dissertation submitted in fulfilment of the requirement for  the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in Education 



(Psychology in Education) 



Kulliyyah of Education 



International Islamic University Malaysia 



MARCH 2018



(2)ii 



ABSTRACT 


Within the entire literature on identity studies of Chinese Muslim women, researches 
 still  remain  limited.  As  ethnic  identity  is  considered  to  be  a  fundamental  aspect  that 
 provides  an  individual  with  a  sense  of  belonging  and  commitment  to  a  particular 
 ethnic group, this exploratory phenomenological study using qualitative data analysis 
 investigated the lived experiences of young minority Chinese Muslim women in order 
 to  gain  an  understanding  of  how  they  negotiate  their  ethnic  identities  within  and 
 outside  their  families.  The  study  draws  on  data  gathered  from  semi-structured 
 interviews  with  nine  young  Muslim  women  who  studied  religious  knowledge  at 
 various  community-organized  classes  in  the  city  of  Guangzhou.  Using  integrated 
 approach  from  developmental,  social  psychological,  and  acculturation  theories  as  a 
 conceptual  framework,  this  study  provides  rich  descriptions  of  the  participants’ 


identity  negotiation,  interpersonal  interactions,  and  sense  of  belonging  within  a 
 changing  psychological,  social  and  historical  context.  Based  on  participants’ 


perceptions, the findings of this phenomenological study suggest (1) Ethnic identity is 
 a dynamic process. (2) Social and cultural contexts have great effects on individual’s 
 ethnic  identity  development.  (3)  Ethnic  identity  is  multidimensional:  family,  friends, 
 gender, and religion play vital roles in the process of achieving positive ethnic identity. 


(4)  Hijab  issues  are  the  major  barriers  for  Muslim  women  living  in  the  mainstream 
society. And single Muslim women faced difficulties looking for a partner in big cities 
like Guangzhou. (5) Ethnic identity is understood and internalized through community 
religious  education.  Based  on  the  findings,  it  is  recommended  that  practitioners, 
especially Muslim activists of current local communities to investigate prevention and 
intervention programs based on current educational and religious programs. Secondly, 
the results of this study suggest that educators and practitioners have the responsibility 
to  help  build  a  better  connection  of  communication  channel  between  policy  makers 
and  Muslim  activists  to  hear  and  understand  the  needs  of  these  minority  Muslim 
women.  It  is  also  important  to  note  that  they  may  find  out  more  possible  ways  of 
educating  their  members  to  consider  religion  as  a  potential  source  of  empowerment 
and  to  discuss  with  the  female  members  the  ways  in  which  they  gain  strength  from 
their religious beliefs. 
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ثحبلا ةصلاخ



 ةيولها نأ ابمو .ةردان ةينيصلا ةملسلما ةأرلماب ةقلعتلما تاساردلا لازت لا ،اهلمكأب ةيولها تايبدأ راطإ في  ةساردلا هذه نإف ،ةنيعم ةيقرع ةعوممج هاتج مازتللااو ءامتنلااب اروعش درفلل رفوي ايساسأ ابناج برتعت ةيقرعلا تح مادختساب ةيفاشكتسلاا ةيعلاطتسلاا  ةيلقلأل ةيعقاولا براجتلا في تققح دق ةيعونلا تانايبلا ليل



 ةيقرعلا متهايوه ىلع ضوافتلا ةيفيك  مهف ىلع لوصلحا لجأ نم تاباشلا تاينيصلا ءاسنلا نم ةملسلما  ءاسن عست عم ةمظنم هبش تلاباقم نم تعجم تانايب لىإ ةساردلا دنتستو .اهجراخو مهرسأ لخاد  رعلما  نسرد  تاباش  تاملسم  ةنيدم  في  ةيللمحا  تاعمتلمجا  اهمظنت  تيلا  تارودلا  فلتمخ  في  ةينيدلا  ةف



 رفوت ،يميهافم راطإك  ،ةيسفنلاو ةيعامتجلااو ةيومنتلا تايرظنلا نم لماكتم جنه مادختسابو .وشتغناوق  قايس في ءامتنلااب روعشلاو ،صاخشلأا ينب تلاعافتلاو ،ينكراشلما ةيوه ةفرعلم ايرث افصو ةساردلا هذه  نأ لىإ يرشت ةساردلا هذه جئاتن نإف ،تاكراشلما تاروصت لىإ ادانتساو .يرغتم ييخراتو يعامتجاو يسفن ( 1 ( ،ةيكيمانيد ةيلمع يه ةيقرعلا ةيولها ) 2



 ةيولها ةيمنت ىلع ةيربك  راثآ ةيفاقثلاو ةيعامتجلاا تاقايسلل )



( ،دارفلأل ةيقرعلا 3



داعبلأا ةددعتم ةيقرعلا ةيولها نأو ) -



 رسلأا نيدلاو سنلجا عونو ءاقدصلأاو ة -



 يدؤت



( .ةيبايجلإا ةيقرعلا ةيولها قيقتح ةيلمع في ةيويح اراودأ 4



 يه ،سانلا تاروصت في ،باجلحا ةيضق نأو )



 نع تابوعص هجاوت ةجوزتلما يرغ ةملسلما ةأرلماو .ماعلا عمتلمجا في شيعت تيلا ةملسلما ةأرملل سيئرلا زجالحا بكلا ندلما في كيرش دوجو ( .وشتغناوق لثم ةير



5  ميلعتلا للاخ نم بعوتستو ةموهفم ةيقرعلا ةيولها نأو )



  ةيللمحا تاعمتلمجا في نوملسلما نوطشانلا سرايم نأب ثحبلا يصوي ،جئاتنلا لىإ ادانتساو .يعمتلمجا نييدلا  يرشت ،ايناث .ةيلالحا ةينيدلاو ةيميلعتلا جمابرلا ىلع ًءانب لخدتلاو ةياقولا جمارب ضعب  ةساردلا هذه جئاتن



 تاونق ينب لضفأ لاصتا ءانب ىلع ةدعاسلما ةيلوؤسم نولمحتي ينسراملماو ةيعوتلا ييصاصتخا نأ لىإ  نمو .تاملسلما ءاسنلا نم ةيلقلأا هذه تاجايتحا مهفو عاسم لجأ نم ينملسلما ينطشانلاو لصاوتلا م نيدلا اوبرتعي نأب ءاضعلأا فيقثتل لضفأ اقرط اوديج نأ مهلما  عم اوشقاني نأو ،ينكمتلل لامتمح اردص



.ةينيدلا نتهادقتعم نم ةوق ابه بنستكي تيلا لبسلا ثانلإا ءاضعلأا
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CHAPTER ONE  INTRODUCTION 


1.1 BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY 


The People’s Republic of China is a complex, multicultural, and multilingual country 
 comprising  13  diverse  states  or  provinces,  and  populated  by  the  dominant  Han  (汉) 
 ethnic group who constitute 91% of the total population, and 55 officially recognized 
 ethnic minority groups, each possessing distinct cultural differences, and divided into 
 a  myriad  ethnic  subgroups  speaking  at  least  128  different  languages  (Sun,  Hu  & 


Huang,  2007),  making  up  9%  (approximately  110  million)  of  the  PRC  population 
 (Sautman, 1999). Among the 9% of the minority ethnic groups, more than 23 million 
 are Muslims, comprising 10 ethnic groups. However, this population, which consists 
 of only 1.6 percent of the whole PRC population, has been systematically snubbed and 
 alienated by the majority Han society for decades (Poston, Alnuaimi & Zhang, 2011).  


Figure 1.1 Muslim Population in China 
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In  the  year  2014,  for  the  very  first  time  in  China’s  history  a  beautiful  young 
 Muslim  woman  stood  on  the  stage  in  proper  Islamic  garb  and  covered  by  the  hijab 
 (Zhang,  2017),  and  was  wildly  applauded  by  a  totally  Chinese  (mostly  non-Muslim 
 Han)  audience.  Her  name  is  Shila  Amzah,  a  famous  Muslim  singer  from  Malaysia 
 who won third place in a highly competitive singing contest in one of the highest-rated 
 TV programs in China entitled “I am a Singer” (Koh, 2016). Although she was placed 
 3rd among very strong Chinese competitors, what attracted the Chinese audience most 
 was  the  way  she  dressed  (Bai,  2014).  The  fact that  a  Muslim  lady  could  appear  in  a 
 popular  public  talent  show  on  TV  was  completely  unexpected.  The  audience  was 
 immediately struck by the way she dressed, in particular her head cover. Who is she? 


Why does she cover herself? And they began to get curious about her Muslim identity, 
 and  started  discussions  about  Islam  (Yao,  2014).  This  incident  demonstrated 
 (particularly  to  fellow  Muslims  in  China)  that  Muslim  women  can  also  perform  on 
 stage,  and  still  retain  their  modesty  by  wearing  the  hijab  (Zhang,  2017).  Muslim 
 traditions and practices are not well known by the majority in China. Instead, Muslims 
 are solely known as one of the minority ethnic groups (Gladney, 1998). 


When Shila’s hijab image appeared in the Chinese mainstream media, Muslim 
women started thinking and rethinking about their identities. For the minority Muslim 
community,  Shila  could  represent  a  positive  image  of  the  Muslim  women  to  the 
public, and many Muslim activists on the Internet started to call upon fellow sisters to 
act  on  such  a  positive  influence  (Zhang,  2017).  However,  in  contrast  to  this 
phenomenon, only a few days after Shila’s success on China’s stage, another incident 
went viral on mainstream Chinese mass media: a fully veiled Muslim girl was caught 
live by the police after a knife-wielding terrorist group attacked the Kunming Railway 
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Station  in  the  capital  of  southwest  China's  Yunnan  Province  (Gracie,  2014).  That 
 beautiful  and  positive  image  of  Chinese  minority  Muslim  women  was  immediately 
 wiped  away,  and  instead,  the  Internet  was  inundated  with  blames  and  virulent 
 condemnations.  People  simply  related  the  terrorism  with  Muslims  by  negative 
 stereotyping. As Israeli (1978) states, Islam is unavoidably rebellious and Muslims as 
 minorities  are  inherently  problematic  to  secular  states.  Inevitably,  this  image  of 
 Muslims  coincides  with  their  negative  image  worldwide  after  the  911  attacks  in  the 
 USA. Worldwide, Muslims have been demonized as terrorists by the mass media.  


How Chinese Muslim women negotiate their identity in a non-Muslim country 
 has  become  the  concern  of  many  researchers.  Establishing  a  positive  identity  is  a 
 major developmental task during adolescence and emerging adulthood (Chickering & 


Reisser, 1993).   Being a Muslim female researcher from China, the author realizes a 
 great responsibility and  an urgent  need  to tell the  public who  we  are,  what  we  need, 
 why we are here, and how we live our lives differently from the mainstream society. 


Bearing this great responsibility in mind, the purpose of the researcher is to initiate a 
 study of the ethnic identity development of young Minority Chinese Muslim women, 
 which  is  scarce  and  needs  to  be  introduced  to  the  general  public.  And  this  study 
 therefore, can be regarded as a pioneering work. 


The current research about Muslim women’s ethnic identity development was 
conducted in Guangzhou, China, where Muslim women are visible everywhere in this 
big  modern  city.  As  the  world’s  biggest  manufacturing  hub,  Guangzhou  attracts 
Muslims  from  all  over  the  world  and  from  every  part  of  China.  As  Simpfendorfer 
(2011)  stated,  Guangzhou  now  plays  its  role  as  a  link  between  China,  Muslim 
countries and the world, and an important center of the “New Silk Road”. Without a 
doubt,  half  of  their  products  can  be  attributed  to  the  women  with  colorful  Hijabs  on 
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the  busy  streets.  This  investigation  examines  real  life  stories  of  these  contributors, 
 their needs, feelings, and aspirations. 


The  researcher  used  to  live  in  Guangzhou  and  was  involved  in  different 
 Muslim  community  activities  for  5  years.  The  community  had  experienced  various 
 challenges and hardships, and  continuously making their best effort to survive, to be 
 recognized, to be accepted, and not to be misunderstood and slighted by the majority 
 Han  people.  This  sector  of  the  population  still  faces  many  problems,  such  as  the 
 opportunity to have the Hukou (a position/certificate as a city citizen), to have a stable 
 job, to practice their religion freely, to be protected and cared for by the government, 
 and to make Guangzhou their home. 


1.2 STATEMENT OF PROBLEM 


Minority Muslim women in China have been an enigma for centuries. Little is known 
 about Muslim women behind their hijab. And this is a population that is often ignored, 
 misrepresented,  misinterpreted,  and  needed  to  be  studied  in  order  to  improve  cross-
 cultural  understanding  among  Muslims  and  non-Muslims  nationally  and 
 internationally. Currently, what remains critical and to be studied is the general status 
 of the Chinese Muslim women, who represent half of the Muslim population in China. 


However,  unavoidably,  they  face  more  challenges  and  difficulties  as  well  as 
ignorance, especially those migrant young women, who are still struggling with their 
sense of identity, due to their educational, religious and ethnic background, and facing 
more obstacles than their male counterparts (Bai, You, Ji & Bai 2011). Additionally, 
the  diversity  of  the  numerous  ethnic  populations,  the  multiplicity  and  confusion  of 
identity,  have  created  a  lot  of  instability  and  uncertainty,  even  among  their  own 
community.  Jenkins  and  Gottlieb  (2007)  stated  that,  many  of  these  challenges  still 
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remain  the  same  for  the  past  1400  years  of  interaction  with  the  mainstream  society, 
 but many more are new due to the transformed and globalized Chinese society. 


Ever  since  the  inception  of  the  “open  door  policy”  (Ma,  2005),  traditional 
 minority communities are facing disintegration, dispersion or migration. This massive 
 movement of  internal  migration within the  states  of  China  gave  rise to the  notion  of 
 Floating Population, the domestic immigrants of China, which has become one of the 
 biggest  social  problems  in  China  today  (Ma  Q,  2006).  China's  urban  Muslim 
 communities also suffered an intense process of urbanization. The rapid urbanization 
 has pushed the urban Muslims into a diaspora (Ma Q, 2006).   


In  Guangzhou,  most  of  the  young  Muslim  women  migrated  from  the 
Northwestern  part  of  China,  where  life  experiences  are  extremely  different  from  the 
Cantonese Guangzhou. The researcher used to be the only hijab-wearing female in the 
district  of  Dongpu,  where  she  first  resided  in  Guangzhou  in  2005.  None  of  the 
researcher’s  Muslim  female  friends  could  find  a  job  with  the  government.  Many 
Muslim  women  were  rejected  by  the  officials  due  to  their  way  of  dressing.  This 
explains the large number of female Muslim translators on the streets and markets of 
Guangdong.  Most  of  them  chose  to  work  for  private  trading  companies  where  they 
have more religious rights such as wearing the hijab and praying five times a day. The 
question  is  whether  this  is  the  only  job  solution  for  them?  What  about  the  future 
female  Muslim  newcomers?  There  are  a  great  number  of  fresh  graduates  as  well  as 
those  uneducated  women  continuously  coming  to  Guangzhou  looking  for  jobs.  Do 
they get any government aid? What kind of support have they received from the local 
Muslim community? And what can we, as educators, do to support them? The current 
situation of the Muslim women has urged the researcher to dive deep into their real-
life stories 
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 1.3 OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY 


Living  in  the  modern  international  city  of  Guangzhou,  the  female  young  Muslim 
 population  faces  various  challenges  in  all  aspects  of  their  lives.  And  previous 
 researches lack descriptive information since investigators have been unsuccessful to 
 directly  question subjects about the Chinese Muslim women’s ethnic identity. Hence 
 due  to  their  educational  and  religious  background,  they  seldom  voice  out  what  they 
 are  experiencing,  how  they  feel,  and  what  they  really  want.  “How  we  perceive  our 
 ethnic identity - in fact, our ethnic self-concept - results from an accumulation of life 
 experiences,  personal  perceptions,  social  interactions,  and  developmental  growth.” 


(Gay  &  Baber,  1987,  p.35).  Therefore,  this  study  aims  to  examine  the  complex 
 process  of  ethnic  development  by  allowing  subjects  to  describe  their  ethnic  identity 
 development  through  in-depth  interviews.  In  the  present  study,  the  author  aims  at 
 discovering  more  descriptive  information  on  the  educational  influences,  personal 
 experiences,  and  other  factors  involved  in  the  process  of  these  women’s  ethnic 
 identity development.   


This  study  aims  at  exploring  into  the  real  live  experience  of  young  Muslim 
 women  in  Guangzhou,  and  the  main  research  question  is,  “What  are  the  lived 
 experiences  of  Chinese  young  Muslim  women  in  Guangzhou?”  In  greater  detail,  the 
 goals of this research therefore, are to: 


1.  Look into the perceptions and inner feelings of the young Muslim women 
 about their ethnic identity. 


i.  Their past experiences of identity development in Guangzhou. 


ii. The present thoughts and predicament of these women in Guangzhou. 


iii. Future expectations and aspirations of these women. 


2.  Examine  the  roles  that  Islam  plays  as  a  way  of  life  in  shaping  their 
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 identities. 


3.  Discover  how  they  deal  with  identity  issues  and  gender  roles  inside  and 
 outside their family context. 


4.  Explore  and  understand  the  barriers  and  various  life  challenges  they 
 encounter in their daily life. 


5.  Examine the coping strategies they employed in dealing with life barriers 
 and challenges.  


6.  Propose a model to help minority Muslim women in China to realize their 
 true identity.  


1.4 RESEARCH QUESTIONS 


There are some myriad unanswered questions pertaining to Muslim women in China. 


Who are they? Where do they come from? Why do they  come to Guangzhou? What 
 do  they  do  in  Guangzhou?  Why  do  they  cover  up  their  heads?  How  do  they  live  in 
 Cantonese Guangzhou? These are some of the common questions being asked by the 
 majority people from time to time. These women look different and behave differently 
 in  the  society.  Those  who  care  about  them,  would  want  to  delve  more  into  this 
 enigma.  What  makes  them  unique  and  what  thoughts  and  feelings  lie  beneath  their 
 head covers? How do they adjust to the modern Chinese life and culture? And how do 
 they  situate  themselves  in  the  society?  These  are  complex  questions  which  have  no 
 easy  answers,  and  a  large  number  of  researches  are  needed  to  unearth  some  of  the 
 answers.  


Currently,  there are  some  studies  and  researches  focusing  on  general Muslim 
 community  life  and  social  changes;  however  very  few  deal  with  women’s  issues. 


Muslim women contribute half to the productivity of the larger community, but they 
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are  often  marginalized  and  ignored.  The  researcher  seeks  to  understand  how  these 
 young  Muslim  women  comprehend  and  negotiate  their  identities—their  current 
 situations,  their  feelings,  their  desires  (potentials),  their  plans  (thoughts)  for  their 
 future,  marriage  and  family,  their  ethnicity,  religion,  and  gender  roles  within  the 
 context of their families, their work places, their communities and the overall society. 


This study focused on several research questions: 


1.  How  do  young  Chinese  minority  Muslim  women  perceive  and  feel 
 themselves both as Muslims and as Chinese? 


2.  What  role  does  Islam  and  the  Chinese  culture  play  in  shaping  their 
 identity? 


3.  How  do  young  Chinese  minority  Muslim  women  negotiate  their  identity 
 and gender roles within and outside their families?  


4.  What barriers do  young Muslim women experience in their daily lives in 
 Guangzhou? 


5.  How  do  these  young women cope  with  the  current  situation?  Do they  an 
 official  support  system?  What  roles  do  Muslim  communities  play  in 
 helping their female members? 


6.  What  working  plans  and  supporting  strategies  can  the  researcher 
 contribute to this study? 


1.5 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY 


Phinney  and  Rosenthal  (1992)  have  noted  that  more  research  needs  to  be  conducted 
examining  the  impact  of  ethnicity  on  identity.  They  reasoned  that  racial  and  ethnic 
minorities  have  an  added  dimension  to  their  identity  development.  These  youths  are 
faced  with  the  challenge  of  not  only  developing  their  personal  identity,  but  also 
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integrating  their  identity  as  an  ethnic  group  member  with  the  mainstream  society 
 (Phinney & Rosenthal, 1992). In China, it was only after the 1990s, the development 
 and  issues  of  China's  ethnic  minority  had  increasingly  become  the  concerns  of  all 
 parties and also became the focus of many experts and scholars (Luo, 2004). Through 
 years of  struggling, Muslim  women in  China  struggled  to  be  accepted  and  respected 
 by  the  majority  Chinese  society.  Due  to  the  complexity  of  the  Chinese  Muslim 
 women’s  culture, very  few  studies have  been  conducted,  and  there  are  many  gaps  to 
 be  filled.  Women’s  studies  are  still  developing  and  improving,  and  the  theoretical 
 system  in  the  research  area  is  still  under  construction.  Due  to  inadequate  theoretical 
 support, the applications of research methods and theories relating to Muslim women 
 leaves much to be discovered (Luo, 2004). 


This study is significant  in many respects.  It opens a new chapter of research 
 to discover the identity issues of these women. First, it fills a gap in the literature. In 
 China,  research  in  the  field  is  rather  weak,  especially  in  areas  like  women's 
 psychology, women and the environment, women and domestic violence (Luo, 2004).  


Secondly, although some research focused on the Muslim peoples’ experience 
 in northwestern China (Gladney, 2003),  little  research  has been  done  on  the Muslim 
 women’s experiences in China. Some very limited knowledge about the experiences 
 and challenges of Chinese Muslim females existed. The study of the lived experiences 
 of Chinese Muslim women and their identity development has rarely been conducted. 


The findings of this study will add new knowledge and understanding of the identity 
 development of these Muslim Chinese women. 


And finally, this study helps researchers, educators, administrators, counselors, 
and  policy  makers  increase  their  understanding  of  the  minority  Muslim  women  of 
China,  so  that  their  voices  could  be  heard,  their  current  statuses  could  be  improved, 
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and  their  needs  could  be  fulfilled.  In  addition,  by  increasing  awareness  of  these 
 minority women among the general society, there will be less misunderstandings and 
 bias towards them. And finally, this study, as a pioneering research on ethnic identity 
 development of minority Muslim women in China, urges more research to be carried 
 out  in  the  future.  Therefore,  this  research  is  very  significant  since  scholars  are  also 
 calling  for  urgent  attention  and  serious  studies  to  be  done  on/by  Chinese  Muslim 
 women (Luo, 2004), especially those who have better opportunity and access to them. 


1.6 CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORKS 


This  research  is  a  study  of  the  real  lived  experience  of  young  Muslim  women  in 
 Guangzhou, China, which employs theoretical perspectives relevant for understanding 
 their experience. A conceptual framework guides the study and gives it boundaries by 
 framing  the  problem,  the  data  collection  and  analysis  of  data  (Mertens,  2005). 


Therefore, using related theories, the researcher drew out a picture of an integration of 
 related  theories  to  construct  the  conceptual  framework.    In  this  study,  across  a  wide 
 range  of  theories,  the  researcher  summarized  from  three  different  approaches  of 
 identity  studies  as  a  basis  of  the  conceptual  framework,  namely:  a  developmental 
 approach,  a  socio-psychological  approach,  and  an  acculturation  approach.  Theories 
 from these three perspectives are employed as the guiding conceptual framework.  


First  of  all,  this  study  utilizes  the  developmental  approach  to  ethnic  identity, 
which  views  it  as  a  developing  process  (Phinney,  1998).  This  process  may  include 
learning  about  the  history  and  traditions  of  their  group  and  confronting  issues  of 
discrimination  and  prejudice,  and  young  adults  may  discuss  such  issues  with  their 
parents  or  others  as  part  of  this  exploration  (Phinney,  1998).  Ideally  the  process 
culminates in an achieved ethnic identity, characterized by clarity about oneself as an 
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