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Abstrak 


Bahasa  mencerminkan  pengaruh  kuasa  sosio-politik  di  dalam  penghasilan  berita. 


Bahasa  dipenuhi  dengan  nilai-nilai  positif/negatif  yang  mengetengahkan  konsep 
 ideologi  yang  digambarkan  oleh  (nyah)legitimasi  kuasa.  Konsep  (nyah)legitimasi 
 adalah  berdasarkan  penghujahan  sama  ada  mewajarkan  atau  menyanggah  amalan 
 sosio-politik  yang  terdapat    dalam  sektor  media  Iraq.  Meskipun  terdapat  banyak 
 kajian  mengenai  proses  (nyah)legitimasi  dalam  wacana  akhbar,  namun  struktur 
 linguistik yang mendasari proses ini tetap sukar untuk difahami. Oleh itu, kajian ini 
 bertujuan  mengenal  pasti  struktur  linguistik  yang  digunakan  untuk 
 (menyah)legitimasi  amalan  sosio-politik  dan  mendedahkan  ideologi  tersembunyi 
 dalam  wacana  akhbar.  Kajian  analisis  wacana  kritis  (CDA)  ini  menggunakan 
 pendekatan  hubungan  dialektik  Fairclough  (1995a).  Data  kajian    ialah  berita 
 mengenai peristiwa pengunduran Angkatan Tentera Amerika (AMF) dari Iraq, yang 
 diterbitkan  dalam  akhbar  berbahasa  Inggeris  Iraq,  iaitu The  Kurdish  Globe  (KG). 


Sejumlah enam berita keluaran Disember 2011 dikumpul dan disusun dalam bentuk 
 petikan  analisis.  Linguistik  Sistem  Fungsional  (SFL)  juga  digunakan  untuk 
 menganalisis struktur linguistik kategori (nyah)legitimasi yang dikenal pasti melalui 
 model van Leeuwen. Kajian ini mengetengahkan tema baru berkaitan peristiwa yang 
 dikaji.  Selain  itu,  kajian  ini  mendedahkan  pengaruh  amalan  politik  dan  ideologi 
 terhadap penghasilan berita melalui bahasa, yang digunakan untuk menyahlegitimasi 
 peristiwa yang dikaji berbanding dengan mengesahkannya. Kajian ini juga mengenal 
 pasti  peranan  kata  ganti  nama  diri  dan  posesif  sebagai  satu  strategi  ideologi  dalam 
 membezakan  kumpulan-kumpulan  sosial  yang  terlibat  dalam  peristiwa    tersebut. 


Kajian  ini  memaparkan  bahawa  gambaran  peristiwa  dan  keputusan  politik  dalam 
 wacana  akhbar  ditentukan  oleh  konteks  dan  ideologi  organisasi-organisasi  media. 


Dapatan  kajian  ini  mencerminkan  bahawa  wacana  akhbar  mempunyai  signifikan 
 dalam membentuk  pandangan  awam  yang cenderung kepada autoriti  yang berkuasa 
 penuh.  Akhir  sekali,  kajian  ini  mengkonsepsikan  satu  kerangka  untuk  memahami 
 perbandingan  berasaskan  penghujahan  yang  dilakukan  dalam  satu  wacana  dan 
 lingkungan konteks yang sama.     


Keywords: Analisis wacana kritis, (Nyah)legitimasi, Ideologi, Iraq, Wacana akhbar 
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Abstract 


Language  reflects  the  influence  of  socio-political  powers  on  news  production.  It  is 
 loaded  with  positive/negative  values  that  highlight  ideological  concepts  represented 
 by (de)legitimation. The concept  of  (de)legitimation is  based on argumentation  that 
 either justifies or refutes socio-political practices employed in the Iraqi media sector. 


Though  there  are  plenty  of  studies  on  the  (de)legitimation  process  in  newspaper 
 discourse,  the  linguistic  structures  underlying  this  process  remain  difficult  to  be 
 understood. Therefore, the current study aims at  identifying the linguistic structures 
 used  to  (de)legitimize  socio-political  practices  and  reveal  hidden  ideologies  in 
 newspaper  discourse.  This  study  involves  critical  discourse  analysis  (CDA)  using 
 Fairclough’s  (1995a)  dialectical  relationship  approach.    The  data  comprises  news 
 stories  on  the  event  of  American  Military  Forces’  (AMFs’)  withdrawal  from  Iraq, 
 published  in  the  Iraqi  English  newspaper: The  Kurdish  Globe  (KG).  A  total  of  six 
 news  stories  issued  during  December  2011  were  collected  and  organized  into 
 excerpts  to  be  analyzed.  Systemic  Functional  Linguistics  (SFL)  was  also  employed 
 to  analyze  the  linguistic  structures  of  (de)legitimation  categories  which  were 
 identified  using  van  Leeuwen’s  model.  The  study  found  new  themes  related  to  the 
 event under investigation. Additionally, the study revealed the influence of political 
 and  ideological  practices  on  news  production  through  language,  which  was  used  to 
 delegitimize  the  event  in  question  rather  than  legitimizing  it.  It  also  identified  the 
 role  of  personal  and  possessive  pronouns  as  ideological  strategy  in  differentiating 
 between social groups involved in that event. This study showed that the depiction of 
 political events and decisions in newspaper discourse is governed by the context and 
 ideologies  of  media  organizations.  The  findings  implied  that  newspaper  discourse 
 has  a  significant  part  in  shaping  public  opinion  in  favor  of  powerful  authorities. 


Finally,  the  study  conceptualized  a  framework  for  understanding  comparison  based 
 on argumentation made in one discourse and within the same context. 
   


Keywords: Critical discourse analysis, (De)legitimation, Ideology, Iraq, Newspaper 
 discourse
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CHAPTER ONE  INTRODUCTION 


1.1 Background of the Study 


Newspapers  occupy  an  important  role  in  any  modern  society  since  they  address  its 
 political, social, economic, and cultural issues. Newspaper is described as a means of 


“shaping  public  opinion  and  policy”  (Haque  &  Sheikh,  1993,  p.  1)  as  well  as  an 
 essential source of information (Babalola, 2002; Njeze, 2013). It widens the range of 
 public  topics,  events  and  issues  their  readers  are  familiar  with  (Schoenbach,  2005). 


Therefore, newspapers become an essential part in our life due to being a means of 
 knowledge and information (Mehta, 2010).  


The  importance  of  newspaper  lies  in  the  language  used  to  depict  news  events. 


Language  is  defined  as  “a  set  of  symbols  shared  by  a  community  to  communicate 
 meaning and experience” (Jandt, 2004, p. 147). Language is, as asserted by Wodak 
 (2001),  a  medium  of  domination  and  social  power.  It  has  the  power  to  manipulate, 
 reinforce,  or  (de)legitimize  events,  practices,  or  policies  made  in  any  society. 


Generally,  van  Dijk  (1996b)  regarded  power  of  newspaper  as  symbolic  and 
 persuasive.  In  this  sense,  newspaper  primarily  has  the  potential  to  control  to  some 
 extent the minds of readers, but not directly their actions, through the effective use of 
 language.  Lakoff  (1973)  argued  that  society  is  reflected  in  the  language,  with  the 
 values and assumptions held by society being mirrored in the language.  


Consequently,  language  used  in  newspaper  discourse  correlates  various  social, 
political, economic and cultural values. This shows that the essence of the news has 
changed. Discourse of the news has moved beyond the surface level of the language 
structure.  As  for  Mehta  (2010),  newspapers  provide  in-depth  analysis  for  an  issue 



(17)through  exploring  how  language  is  used  in  representing  that  issue.  The  newspaper 
 discourse  in  all  its  varied  types  is  considered  to  be  a  means  for  language  analysis. 


Therefore,  news  articles  in  newspapers  can  be  analyzed  to  disclose  the  underlying 
 intentions  hidden  behind  their  discursive  construction  (Sadeghi,  Hassani,  &  Jalali, 
 2014).  


Language  employed  in  newspaper  does  not  simply  convey  the  information  that  it 
 overtly indicates. Rather, it can be used to shape the addressee’s feelings, thoughts 
 and  modes  of  behavior.  Such  potentials  are  sound  enough  to  make  language  a 
 suitable medium for uncovering hidden ideologies intended to construct social norms 
 and values (Fairclough,  1995a; van Dijk,  1996a, 2001a;  van  Leeuwen, 1996). So, it 
 can be derived that other purposes of the news producers is either to (de)legitimize, 
 reinforce or manipulate the facts systematically and feed them to their audience in a 
 way that can be in line with their interests (Sadeghi et al., 2014).  


The  social  and  professional  practices  of  journalists  affect  the  production  of  news 
events. This effect is manifested by the thematic structure of the news event and its 
related  participants,  actions,  and  reactions.  The  thematic  structure  refers  to  the 
themes, topics, headlines and lead paragraphs which consist of the main meaning that 
could  be  understood  from  the  whole  news  text  (van  Dijk,  1985b).  Language  users, 
and therefore also newspaper readers, can summarize what a text or conversation was 
about.  They  are  able,  though  with  subjective  and  social  variation,  to  say  what  the 
topic  of  a  discourse  is.  Accordingly,  they  can  formulate  the  theme  or  themes  of  a 
news text, by statements that summarize the whole content of a news text with one or 
a  few  sentences.  Themes  represent  a  formal  or  subjective  collection  of  topics  that 
highlight  the  meanings  of  the  text  (van  Dijk,  1985b).  Based  on  themes  of  news 
events, one can understand the most important thing stated in the report.  



(18)Thematic structure of news stories highlights readers’ concerns in relation to various 
 social,  political,  economic  and  cultural  events.  Hence,  the  representation  of  these 
 events  could  imply  legal  and  political  concepts,  such  as  legitimation.  Recently, 
 researchers  in  different  academic  fields  become  more  interested  in  carrying  out 
 studies  on  socio-political  events  and  examining  the  process  of  (de)legitimation  in 
 order to explore how this process has been employed in the newspaper discourse. As 
 a  result,  a  number  of  studies  revealed  that  the  newspaper  discourse  plays  a 
 considerable role in the identification of (de)legitimation process and  its ideological 
 concepts  in  relation  to  socio-political  and  economic  issues  (Chovanec,  2010; 


Lavrusheva,  2013;  Martínez  Lirola,  2014;  Sadeghi  et  al.,  2014;  Vaara  &  Tienar, 
 2008; Vaara, Tienari, & Laurila, 2006).  


The  society  simply  accepts  organizational  practices  as  something  that  should  be 
 happening regardless  of  the way in  which it is  achieved. This  is  considered to  be a 
 basis  of  legitimation  process.  There  are  various  ways  used  to  establish  this  process 
 (Lavrusheva,  2013).  One  of  the  most  effective  methods  of  making  things  accepted 
 and  widely  known  within  the  society  is  legitimation  through  language  or,  more 
 precisely,  discourses  (van  Leeuwen,  2007)  by  employing  discursive  legitimation 
 strategies.  These  strategies  are  methods  of  activating  specific  discourses  to  create  a 
 sense of legitimacy or illegitimacy (Fairclough, 2003).  


According  to  van  Leeuwen  (2008),  a  single  event  can  be  shown  as  positive 
 (legitimized)  or  negative  (delegitimized)  through  several  categories  and 
 subcategories. Based on van Leeuwen’s (2007, 2008) framework, there are four main 
 (de)legitimation categories including authorization, moral evaluation, rationalization, 
 and  mythopoesis.  In  addition,  these  main  categories  include  some  subcategories. 


These  categories  and  their  subcategories  can  be  realized  through  certain  linguistic 



(19)structures. In other words, they can be expressed by verb processes and other lexical 
 items characterized with positive/negative moral values. 


The positive and/or negative values are employed in texts using various grammatical 
 structures.  Hence,  van  Leeuwen  (2008)  argued  that  the  discursive  constructions  of 
 (de)legitimation  can  be  recognized  through  certain  occurrences  of  text  which  may 
 barely  denote  the  (de)legitimized  practice  or  can  be  covered  through  detailed 
 prescriptive  or  descriptive  explanations  of  the  institutions  and  practices  they 
 (de)legitimize.  Therefore,  it  is  a  fact  that  newspaper  discourse  can  reveal  different 
 discursive  structures  which  contribute  to  reinforce  or  manipulate  certain  events 
 through the language used to represent them either negatively or positively.  


The depiction of certain political events of any society in the newspaper, such as the 
 political  event  of  American  military  forces’  (henceforth,  AMFs’)  withdrawal  from 
 Iraq, may reflect (de)legitimation on the basis of the linguistic structures used in such 
 depiction. The event of AMFs’ withdrawal is considered to be a controversial event. 


This  controversy  is  manifested  by  various  views  of  those  involved  in  the  event 
 including Iraqis and Americans as well as neighbor countries. Some believed that it 
 affected  Iraq  negatively  in  almost  all  its  vital  sectors  like  political,  industrial, 
 educational, and media sectors. However, others expected that Iraqis became able to 
 be  self-reliant  and  protect  their  country.  Consistent  with  Arango  (2011,  p.  A1), 


“Iraqis will be left with a country that is not exactly at war and not exactly at peace… 


Iraq is still a shattered country marred by violence and political dysfunction; a land 
defined on sectarian lines whose future, for better or worse, is now in the hands of its 
people”. In contrast, President Barack Obama said that US left behind a "sovereign, 
stable  and  self-reliant"  Iraq  (Mak,  2011).  This  controversy  opens  a  room  for  the 
applicability  of  (de)legitimation  concept  to  the  event  of  AMFs’  withdrawal  in 



(20)accordance with the way in which it is portrayed in the newspaper, either positively 
 or negatively. 


The  positive  or  negative  representation  of  certain  events,  especially  political  ones, 
 could  imply  ideological  practices.  The  newspaper  discourse  is  composed  of  varied 
 structures  through which editors and writers attempt to  deepen their beliefs, values, 
 and attitudes  in  the minds  of their audience.  These beliefs represent  the  ideological 
 practices  of  media  organizations.  van  Dijk  (2006a)  defined  ideology  as  a 
 foundational  belief that  underlies  the shared social  representations  of specific kinds 
 of  social  groups.  These  representations  are  in  turn  the  basis  of  discourse  and  other 
 social practices. Ideology becomes important in the social and cultural representation 
 due to its role in managing the society and its related activities. It  guides the social 
 activity  within  in-group  and  out-group  members  of  the  community  (Muqit,  2012). 


The  representation  of  in-group  and  outgroup  members  is  enhanced  by  the  use  of 
 pronouns.  van  Dijk  (1998)  believed  that  “pronouns  are…  the  best  known 
 grammatical  category  of  the  expression  and  manipulation  of  social  relations,  status 
 and  power,  and  hence  of  underlying  ideologies”  (p.  203).  Consequently,  pronouns 
 could play a considerable role in identifying socio-political ideologies in newspaper 
 discourse.  


The relation between discourse and the thematic structure of news stories can reveal 
(de)legitimation process  and the hidden ideologies  in  journalism.  In spite of having 
several studies on (de)legitimation (Chovanec, 2010; Martínez Lirola, 2014; Sadeghi 
et al., 2014) and ideology (Bello, 2013; De Fina, 1995; Grigoletto, 2002), there still 
more  investigation  needs  to  be  done  to  identify  this  relation  in  the  newspaper 
discourse.  Accordingly,  it  is  the  task  of  this  study  to  investigate  how  discourse 



(21)contributes to  (de)legitimize the event  of AMFs’ withdrawal  from  Iraq in the  Iraqi 
 newspaper The Kurdish Globe (henceforth, KG) issued in English language.  


The KG newspaper is issued in the north of Iraq. It has been founded in April 2005. 


It  is  a  weekly  newspaper  published  in  Erbil  city  situated  in  the  north  of  Iraq.  It  is 
 circulated in almost all the main northern Iraqi cities including Dohuk, Suleimaniya, 
 Kirkuk,  and  a  number  of  small  Kurdish  localities.  It  has  a  readership  of  more  than 
 40.000 per week. It tackles various national and international issues and news events. 


In  addition,  its  online  service,  which  was  launched  in  September  2006,  provides 
 online  national  and  international  news,  reports,  analyses  and  images 
 (http://www.kurdishglobe.net).  The  following  sections  shed  light  on  the  context  of 
 this study and the event under investigation. 


1.2 Iraq: An Overview 


This section provides a general description of Iraq, namely its context, news media, 
 newspapers, and the 2003 war and the withdrawal of U.S. forces from Iraq, so as to 
 be illustrated with more details.  


1.2.1 Iraqi Context 


Iraq is one of the Arabic countries and known as Republic of Iraq. It is located in the 
Middle East at the northernmost extent of the Persian Gulf. Its total area is 437,072 
km2.  It  has  common  borders  with:  Iran,  Jordan,  Kuwait,  Saudi  Arabia,  Syria,  and 
Turkey (Library of Congress, 2006). Iraq is divided into two regions, namely Arabic 
and Kurdish,  and has 18 governorates (provinces), 15 of them are related to Arabic 
region  and  the  other  3  are  in  Kurdish  region:  Baghdad,  Mosul,  Basrah,  Kirkuk, 
Anbar,  Salahuddin,  Najaf,  Karbala,  Dyala,  Maysan,  Wasit,  Babel,  Al-Qadisiah,  Thi 



(22)Qar,  and  Al-Muthana  (Arabic  region),  Arbil,  Sulaymaniyah,  Dohuk  (Kurdish 
 region).  Most  of  Iraq  has  a  desert  climate  with  mild  winters  and  dry  hot  summers. 


Iraq  has  the  third  largest  oil  deposits  in  the  world.  In  2006,  Iraq’s  population  was 
 estimated  at  26,783,000,  including  75  %  -  80  %  Arab  and  15  %  -  20  %  Kurdish. 


Other  significant  minority  groups,  together  constituting  less  than  5  %  of  the  total 
 population, are Assyrians, Chaldeans, and Turkmens (Library of Congress, 2006).  


According to the constitution of 2005, the two official languages of Iraq are Arabic 
and  Kurdish  which  is  official  in  Kurdistan  Region  Government  (henceforth,  KRG) 
with a Kurdish majority. In addition, Turkmen and Assyrian neo-Aramaic are official 
languages in regions where they are spoken. Other languages in  Iraq are Armenian, 
Azeri,  and  Chaldean  neo-Aramaic.  Iraq’s  Muslim  population  constitutes 
approximately 97 % of its total population, including 60 % - 65 % Shia and 32 % - 
37  %  Sunni.  The  Kurds  are  predominantly  Sunni  but  ethnically  different  from  the 
Arab  Sunnis  and  of  a  less  militant  religious  orientation.  In  2003,  an  estimated 
700,000  to  900,000  Christians  were  in  Iraq,  mostly  belonging  to  the  Eastern-rite 
Chaldean Catholic Church (Library of Congress, 2006). Nowadays, Iraq is known to 
have three major sectarian groups namely the Sunni, the Shi’a, and the Kurds besides 
other minor sectarian groups as Turcoman, Assyrians, Armenians, Chaldeans, Jews, 
Yazidis,  and  Sabeans  (Batatu,  1982).  Figure  (1.1)  illustrates  the  map  of  Iraq  as 
follows: 



(23)Figure 1.1. Map of Iraq 


1.2.2 Iraqi News Media History 


As  a  starting  point,  the  majority  of  Iraqi  news  media  conduct  issues  in  relation  to 
politics, religion, and sectarian groups  (BBC News, 2007). Consistent with Kluwe's 
(2008)  expression,  media  in  Iraq  “has  always  reflected  the  social  attitudes  of  the 
people  who  controlled  it  and  those  of  its  recipients.  Iraq  is  experiencing  a  media 
revival  characterized  by  hostility,  manipulation,  courage,  and,  above  all,  the 
facilitation of intense discourse for a voracious public” (p. 109). 



(24)Before 2003, Iraqi media were restricted to press laws such as The Censorship Law 
 on Classified Materials and Motion Pictures which banned certain types of articles, 
 especially  those  which  support  disloyalty  and  factionalism,  enhance  violence  and 
 disorder, affect national security, or promote racism. In addition, this law barred any 
 publications  that  serve  colonization  and  Zionism,  or  those  which  do  not  serve  the 
 citizens’ desires, damage the Arab world or be of low intellectual and stylistic levels 
 that  do  not  meet  the  requirements  of  good  perception  (Al-Jezairy,  2006).  Iraq  was 
 having  two  official  internal  TV  channels  besides  one  satellite  TV  channel  and  a 
 limited  number  of  radio  broadcast,  newspapers,  and  magazines.  All  of  these  media 
 genres  are  related  to  the  government  and  tackle  different  issues  of  Iraqi  citizens 
 unlike  the  current  media  genres  which  have  various  trends  as  they  are  related  to 
 different political parties.  


After  the  coalition  invasion  in  2003,  the  Iraqi  media  sector  shifted  into  a  highly 
 biased media (directed towards Iraqi policies and its religious and political agendas) 
 (Harmston,  2003)  which  have  developed  into  “quite  a  pervasive  element  in  Iraq’s 
 Fourth Estate” (Al-Marashi, 2007, p. 104). In 2008, Isakhan stated that the 2003 war 
 has shifted the Iraqi media from only a governed media genres to a numerous array 
 of owned newspapers, radio stations and TV channels. This is evidenced by the scene 
 of  the  several  news  publications  which  are  distributed  in  Iraqi  cities  like  Baghdad, 
 Basra,  Kirkuk  and  Mosul  (Daragahi,  2003).  In  2003,  Iraq  had  more  than  20  radio 
 broadcasts,  17  TV  channels,  and  roughly  200  newspapers  (Isakhan,  2009;  Zanger, 
 2005).  


After the 2003 war, the media sector faced a great change in the form and content of 
its genres. The new government canceled the previous regime laws that control and 
restrict  the  media  sector,  then  presented  new  laws  to  decontrol  it.  As  a  reaction  to 



(25)these new laws and events, Iraq witnessed the creation of numerous media genres in 
 accordance with the number of the emerged political parties which exceeds 200 in a 
 country that has never seen such a higher number of political parties. Each party has 
 founded its  own news media institution  in  order  to  spread its ideologies  and  gather 
 the  public  opinion  towards  it.  The  most  increased  media  genre  is  the  press,  more 
 specific the newspaper, which is used to cover the issues of these political parties as 
 well as being a propaganda tool for their voting campaigns.  


1.2.3 Iraqi Newspapers 


As to give a brief history of the Iraqi newspapers, Iraq has witnessed the appearance 
 of  newspapers  before  the  establishment  of  the  Iraqi  state  represented  by  the 
 foundation  of  al-Zora’a  daily  newspaper  in  1869  to  be  the  first  issued  Iraqi 
 newspaper.  According  to  the  report  of  RSF  (2003),  several  daily  and  weekly  Iraqi 
 newspapers  appeared  in  1920s.  A  newspaper  with  a  sarcastic  tone,  named Habez 
 Bouz, was issued in Baghdad and became very popular among Iraqis for its name. In 
 1958, there was a revolution that led to the end of the Monarchy and the emergence 
 of the Republic regime. After this revolution, 15 daily newspapers were established. 


During 1968, when the Ba’ath party has ruled the Iraqi government, al-Thawra “the 
Revolution”  newspaper  issued  to  be  the  official  publication  of  the  party.  Another 
newspaper Tarik al-Shaab “Way of the People” was issued in favor of the  opposed 
party  the  Communist.  As  for  the  Kurd  Democratic  Party,  it  founded el-Taakhi  “the 
Conciliation”  newspaper.  From  1980  till  1988,  Iraq  was  in  war  with  Iran  and  the 
Iraqi press became possessed by the state. Al-Jezairy (2006) added that the editors of 
the  newspapers  have  to  take  their  directions  from  a  national  agency  called The 



(26)National  Information  Bureau.  The  responsibility  of  this  agency  was  to  direct  the 
 newspapers’ editorial policy. 


By the passage of time, many political events have happened and affected the media 
 sector  in  Iraq.  Some  newspapers  have  been  closed,  others  have  been  emerged.  The 
 names  of  the  former  newspapers  are  quite  the  same  as  their  names  nowadays  but 
 with  different  ideologies  and  structures  such  newspapers  are  al-Thawra  “the 
 Revolution”, al-Jamhuriya  “the Republic”, Aleph Ba “A-B”, al-Itihad “the Union”, 
 and al-Zora’a (RSF, 2003).  


The  situation  of  the  Iraqi  press  after  the  US  and  its  coalition  invasion  has  been 
 handled by different studies (Al-Marashi, 2007; Al-Rawi & Gunter, 2013; Al-Rawi, 
 2012, 2013; Isakhan, 2008, 2009; Kluwe, 2008; Kuttab, 2007; Rousu, 2010; Zanger, 
 2005). All these studies dealt with the effect of political events and war on the Iraqi 
 media and how it has been changed drastically after the 2003 war. The 2003 war was 
 a turning point in the Iraqi news media sector, particularly newspaper. Everything has 
 changed in regard to the structure of the newspaper, its ownership, its quality, and its 
 information  system  (Al-Jezairy,  2006;  Awad  &  Eaton,  2013).  Consistent  with  the 
 country profile made by Library of Congress (2006), since 2003 the Iraqi newspapers 
 have  opined  different  views  on  critical  issues  so  as  to  manipulate  or  reflect  their 
 institutional  power  and  affect  the  audience  when  dealing  with  certain  social  and 
 political issues.  


Iraqis tend to read newspapers of different trends to discover the reality of what has 
been  issued  in  certain  newspapers,  for  instance,  if  there  is  a  news  item  depicting  a 
certain issue and is mentioned in other newspapers with different language structure 
and  writing  style  with  well-documented  information,  they  will  regard  it  as  the  real 



(27)news. Therefore, newspapers, as they are affected by the editorial system, can affect 
 citizens’ attitudes and ways of thinking. Due to this fact, some editors/journalists try 
 to pay more attention to social, political, and economic issues in Iraq to attract Iraqi 
 public opinion and popularize their newspapers. The present study focuses on the KG 
 newspaper that is issued in English language in relation to the main political event in 
 the  Iraqi  history  after  the  2003  US-led  war;  the  event  of  AMFs’  withdrawal  from 
 Iraq. 


1.2.4 The 2003 US-Led War and Withdrawal of U.S. Forces from Iraq 


Since 1980 till now,  Iraq has  witnessed many political,  social and economic events 
 (wars,  economic  sanctions,  poor  political  and  social  conditions)  which  impact  its 
 vital  systems  represented  by  politics,  economy,  social  affairs,  education,  safety  and 
 all  of  its  institutions,  infrastructure  and  its  media  as  well.  All  these  events  help  in 
 making critical shifts in all of the Iraqi institutions. The most effective event among 
 these  political  events  is  the  2003  war  by  US  and  its  coalition.  This  war  definitely 
 played  a  crucial  part  in  changing  the  life  of  Iraqi  citizens.  For  some  citizens,  the 
 changes that happened because of this war are the worst ones that Iraq has ever seen 
 because  they  resulted  in  destruction,  absence  of  security,  poor  human  services, 
 increased crime rates, decreased educational levels, and the sectarian scene. Whereas 
 others  claim  that  these  changes  are  the  best  since  the  changes  managed  to  rid 
 economic  sanctions  as  well  as  providing  democracy  and  free  media.  After  years  of 
 conflict  and  existence  in  Iraqi  land,  US  president  Obama  decided  to  withdraw  the 
 American troops from Iraq. 


In August 2010, there was a partial AMFs’ withdrawal from Iraq, thus on 19 August 
2010  the 4th  Stryker  Brigade,  2nd  Infantry  Division was  the  last  American  combat 



(28)brigade  to  withdraw  from  Iraq.  In  a  speech  at  the Oval  Office on 31  August 
 2010 Obama declared:  “the American  combat mission in  Iraq has ended.  Operation 
 Iraqi  Freedom  is  over,  and  the  Iraqi  people  now  have  lead  responsibility  for  the 
 security of their country” (Londoño, 2010; NBC.com, 2010). 


About  50,000  American  troops  remained  in  the  country  in  an  advisory  capacity  as 
 part of "Operation New Dawn" which ran until the end of 2011. New Dawn was the 
 final designated U.S. campaign of the war. The U.S. military continued to train and 
 advise the Iraqi Forces, as well as participate in combat alongside them  (Al-Jazeera 
 and agencies, 2010). 


With  the  collapse  of  discussions  about  extending  the  stay  of  U.S.  troops  (Jakes  & 


Santana, 2012; MacAskill, 2011), President Obama announced the full withdrawal of 
 troops  from  Iraq,  as  previously  scheduled,  on  21  October  2011  (MacAskill,  2011). 


The  U.S.  retained  an  embassy  in  Baghdad (MacAskill,  2011) with  some  17,000 
 personnel  (Denselow,  2011) consulates  in  Basra,  Mosul  and  Kirkuk,  which  have 
 been  allocated  more  than  1,000  staff  each  (Denselow,  2011)  and  between  4,000  to 
 5,000  defense  contractors  (MacAskill,  2011).  President  Obama  and  al-Maliki 
 outlined  a  broad  agenda  for  post-war  cooperation  without  American  troops  in  Iraq 
 during  a  joint  press  conference  on  12  December  2011  at  the  White  House.  This 
 agenda included cooperation on energy, trade and education as well as cooperation in 
 security,  counter-terrorism,  economic  development  and  strengthening  Iraq's 
 institutions.  Both  leaders  said  their  countries  would  maintain  strong  security, 
 diplomatic and economic ties after the last U.S. combat forces withdraw (Pace, 2011; 


Robinson, 2011). 



(29)President  Barack  Obama  paid  tribute  to  the  troops  who  served  in  Iraq  on  14 
 December 2011, at the Fort Bragg military base in North Carolina. As the last of the 
 American troops prepared to exit Iraq, he said the United States was leaving behind a 


"sovereign,  stable  and  self-reliant"  Iraq. On  15  December,  an  American  military 
 ceremony  was  held  in  Baghdad  putting  a  formal  end  to  the  U.S.  mission  in  Iraq 
 (Mak,  2011). The  last  500  soldiers  left  Iraq  on  the  morning  of  18  December  2011 
 (Cutler, 2011).  


1.3 Problem Statement 


Newspaper  is  one  of  the  most  important  means  for  the  exchange  of  social  and 
 cultural issues of any society (van Dijk, 1989). Newspaper conveys social, political 
 and  cultural  events  happening  worldwide  to  a  large  population  within  short  time. 


Therefore,  researchers  become  interested  in  studying  newspaper  discourse  to 
 understand  its  role  in  forming  and  influencing  people's  attitudes  and  behavior  (van 
 Dijk,  1996b,  1989).  Newspaper  discourse  has  a  significant  role  in  increasing 
 society’s  awareness  of  issues  that  may  affect  it.  This  encouraged  researchers  to 
 examine  the  language  used  in  newspaper  to  depict  socio-political  events,  such  as 
 wars.  Events  happened  in  Iraq,  especially  the  2003  war,  have  been  a  subject  of 
 several studies (Dimitrova & Strömbäck, 2005; Kassed & Mustaffa, 2015; Rohizah, 
 2012;  Schwalbe,  2006).  These  studies  examined  the  language  used  to  represent  the 
 2003 war and the ideological  practices behind  its representation in  the international 
 newspapers and websites.   


Iraq  has  encountered  several  challenges  including  wars,  economic  sanctions, 
terrorism  and  militant  movements  that  have  affected  its  media  sector.  The  current 
scene of the  Iraqi  media reflects  the issues of conflicts  and poor socio-political  and 



(30)economic  conditions  in  the  country  resulting  from  the  2003  war  (Amos,  2010). 


Issues  related  to  Iraq’s  media  sector  attracted  several  researchers  to  examine  the 
 influence  of  political  events  on  news  production.  Al-Rawi  (2012,  2013),  Amos 
 (2010) and Isakhan (2008, 2009) investigated the scene of the new Iraqi media after 
 the 2003 war. Focusing on the Iraqi TV channels coverage of the general elections, 
 Al-Rawi  (2012)  and  Amos  (2010)  argued  that  the  Iraqi  politico-religious  parties’ 


ideologies,  which  were  mostly  sectarian  in  nature,  have  a  considerable  effect  on 
 media production and consumption. They believed that the new media contributed to 
 heighten  sectarianism  and  disintegrate  the  society.  Furthermore,  Isakhan  (2009) 
 opined that the external factors represented by the influences of regional and foreign 
 powers do affect the new Iraqi media as they intend to acheive their political agendas 
 via  Iraq’s  media.  Despite  the  fact  that  these  researchers  revealed  the  influence  of 
 political  practices  on  media  production  by  changing  media  policies  and  laws,  they 
 have  not  shown  how  this  influence  was  shaped  linguistically.  In  other  words,  the 
 researchers  investigated  changes  that  happened  in  the  Iraqi  media  sector  after  the 
 2003  war  in  terms  of  laws  and  practices  without  showing  how  these  changes  are 
 represented through language use, especially in print media.  


Language  reflects  the  influence  of  socio-political  practices  on  news  production. 


Language is a means of power in newspaper discourse depending on how it is used to 
reinforce or manipulate a message of a news event. van Dijk (1989) argued that the 
power of newspaper discourse may be manifested more  indirectly  as  representation 
in the form of an expression, description, or legitimation of powerful actors or their 
actions  and  ideologies.  This  representation  involves  coherent  description  of  news 
event  in  terms  of  micro,  meso  and  macro  levels  of  discourse.  Theme  is  one  of  the 
semantic macrostructures found in the newspaper discourse. The ability of language 



(31)users  to  derive  themes  from  a  text  is  based  on  a  number  of  linguistic  rules  and 
 strategies  (van  Dijk  &  Kintsch,  1983).  Themes  summarize  the  whole  content  of  a 
 news  item  in  one  or  more  sentences.  They  can  be  represented  by  headlines,  lead 
 paragraphs, and even excerpts from the main content of news item (van Dijk, 1985b). 


Accordingly,  themes  can  be  drawn  from  different  excerpts  denoting  the  main 
 meaning of the news item. One can understand what the content of the news item is 
 about through its theme or headline as it highlights the most important issue in this 
 news item.  Then, the content of the news item  is  loaded with  positive and negative 
 values denoting the concept of (de)legitimation.   


Nowadays, the concept of (de)legitimation is used outside the legal terminology and 
 often  entails  the  semantics  of  justification  (Reyes,  2011).  This  concept  attracted 
 researchers’  attention  concerning  the  discourse  of  education  and  immigration  (van 
 Leeuwen,  2007,  2008;  van  Leeuwen  &  Wodak,  1999)  and  politics  (Brenton,  1993; 


Cap, 2008; Reyes, 2011) to understand how it is employed in such type of discourse. 


As  a  main  goal  of  discourse  on  the  macro-level,  the  (de)legitimation  process  is 
 achieved through the use of several broad discursive strategies, realized by particular 
 textual  forms  and  structures  as  manifestations  of  the  micro-level  of  discourse 
 (Chovanec, 2010). In spite of having previous studies on (de)legitimation process in 
 newspaper  discourse  concerning  political  issues  such  as  war  and  revolutions 
 (Chovanec, 2010; Martínez Lirola, 2014; Sadeghi et al., 2014) and economic issues 
 like organizational  policies (Lavrusheva, 2013;  Vaara  & Tienar, 2008;  Vaara  et  al., 
 2006),  these  studies  focused  on  examining  the  categories  of  (de)legitimation 
 themselves and how an event is presented to be either legitimized or delegitimized. 


Only  few  studies  have  examined  the  linguistic  structures  of  (de)legitimation; 


however,  these  studies  are  conducted  in  economic  and  political  discourses, 



(32)particularly in relation to economic organizations and policies (Lavrusheva, 2013) as 
 well  as  actions  of  political  actors  (Chovanec,  2010).  Yet,  the  linguistic  structures 
 underlying  the  (de)legitimation  process  remain  difficult  to  be  understood 
 (Lavrusheva,  2013).  Therefore,  the  linguistic  representation  of  (de)legitimation 
 process  in  newspaper  discourse  needs  to  be  investigated  to  identify  the  linguistic 
 structures  used  to  (de)legitimize  an  event  based  on  the  moral  values  found  in  its 
 depiction.  


The moral values function as a basis for argumentation that either justifies or refutes 
 the  event,  and  hence  such  argumentation  could  lead  to  (de)legitimation  process 
 (Gauthier,  2007).  In  this  sense,  argumentation  is  made  on  events  and/or  practices 
 characterized  as  being  controversial.  This  controversy  is  highlighted  by  providing 
 different  opinions  concerning  the  portrayed  event.  As  far  as  the  event  of  AMFs’ 


withdrawal  from  Iraq  is  concerned,  this  event  was  depicted  in  various  regional  and 
international newspapers. Some of these newspapers argued that this withdrawal left 
Iraq  suffering  political  crises  encapsulated  with  significant  security  challenges 
(Arabic.euronews.com,  2011;  Lobe,  2011;  Santana,  2011;  Jeffrey,  2014).  However, 
others  claimed  that  this  event  puts  the  end  of  U.S.  military  presence  in  Iraq  and 
proves  the  government’s  ability  to  protect  the  country’s  sovereignty  and  stability 
(Yalibnan.com, 2011). Consequently, the event of AMFs’ withdrawal has been met 
with  different  arguments.  These  arguments  enhance  the  applicability  of 
(de)legitimation process in newspaper discourse. Though the event has been depicted 
in  different  regional and international  newspaper, this  study intends to  explore how 
this  event  has  been  (de)legitimized  in  the  local  English  newspaper  based  on  its 
positive/negative depiction.   



(33)Additionally, the positive/negative depiction of a news event in a newspaper could be 
 relied  on  social  and  political  ideologies  hidden  behind  its  linguistic  structure.  van 
 Dijk  (1998)  believed  that  pronouns,  among  many  other  syntactic  features,  “are 
 perhaps the best known grammatical category of the expression and manipulation of 
 social relations, status and power, and hence of underlying ideologies” (p. 203). This 
 implies that pronouns can be employed in texts to represent or manipulate social and 
 power  relations,  groups’  identities  and  ideologies.  It  is  believed  that  the  use  of 
 pronouns  as  ideological  process  to  construct  differences  between  ‘us’  and  ‘them’ 


needs  not  to  be  ignored  as  they  represent  a  source  for  comparison  and  contrast  as 
 well as serving more neutral purposes (Duszak, 2002).  


It is a fact that the role of pronouns, especially personal and possessive pronouns, in 
 representing socio-political ideologies is not new as it has been studied extensively in 
 relation  to  political  discourse.  Researchers  examined  the  use  of  personal  and 
 possessive pronouns in the political arena (De Fina, 1995; Grigoletto, 2002), online 
 political discussions (Sotillo & Wang-Gempp, 2004) and presidents’ speeches (Bello, 
 2013; Hasan, 2012) to represent power relations, social groups and groups’ identities. 


Adding  to  that,  Muqit  (2012)  studied  pronouns  in  politico-religious  speech  text  to 
 signify  political  and  religious  ideologies.  These  studies  focused  on  how  political 
 actors  use  and  articulate  the  personal  pronouns  in  their  speeches  to  imply  various 
 socio-political ideologies in political discourse. However, the use of pronouns needs 
 to  be  examined  in  newspaper  discourse  to  reveal  how  pronouns  are  employed  to 
 represent  or  manipulate  power  relations,  social  identities  and  hidden  ideologies. 


Consequently,  the  current  study  intends  to  examine  how  personal  and  possessive 
pronouns are employed in the KG newspaper to present its hidden ideologies. 



(34)In short, the identification of the linguistic structures used to (de)legitimize political 
 events  and  reveal  hidden  ideologies  in  newspaper  discourse  frames  the  gap  in  the 
 literature on textual analysis of newspaper discourse in general and the Iraqi English 
 newspaper  in  particular.  Accordingly,  this  study  draws  new  themes  based  on  the 
 linguistic representation of AMFs’ withdrawal from Iraq in the KG newspaper. Then, 
 it identifies the linguistic structures used to (de)legitimize that event. This study also 
 examines the role of personal and possessive pronouns in shaping the socio-political 
 ideologies of the KG newspaper.  


This study, therefore, requires a critical analysis of linguistic structures employed in 
 the  selected  news  stories  from  the  KG  newspaper  to  examine  the  linguistic 
 construction of the event of AMFs’ withdrawal from Iraq using Fairclough’s (1995a) 
 approach  to  Critical  Discourse  Analysis  (henceforth,  CDA).  The  linguistic  analysis 
 was  carried  out  using  Halliday's  (2014)  systemic  functional  linguistics  (SFL)  to 
 identify  what  linguistic  structures  have  been  utilized  in  the selected  news  stories  in 
 the KG newspaper. van Leeuwen's (2007, 2008) model of the discursive construction 
 of legitimation was employed to identify the way in which the event in question has 
 been (de)legitimized.  


1.4 Research Objectives  


The objectives of this study are listed as follows: 


1.  To  draw  themes  based  on  the  representation  of  the  event  of  AMFs’ 


withdrawal from Iraq in the KG newspaper. 


2.  To identify the linguistic structures used to (de)legitimize AMFs’ withdrawal 
from Iraq in the KG newspaper. 



(35)3.  To  examine  the  way  in  which  pronouns  are  used  in  the  KG  newspaper  to 
 present its hidden ideologies. 


1.5 Research Questions  


In  order  to  meet  the  objectives  of  the  current  study  and  direct  its  investigation,  the 
 following questions are used: 


1.  What  form  of  themes  can  be  drawn  based  on  the  representation  of  the 
 event of AMFs’ withdrawal from Iraq in the KG newspaper? 


2.  How  is  AMFs’  withdrawal  from  Iraq  (de)legitimized  in  the  KG 
 newspaper through the use of linguistic structures? 


3.  How  are  pronouns  used  in  the  KG  newspaper  to  present  its  hidden 
 ideologies? 


1.6 Significance of the Study 


It  is  hoped  that  this  study  will  contribute  to  the  literature  of  textual  analysis  in  the 
 field  of  media  discourse  in  general  and  the  newspaper  discourse  in  particular.  The 
 study  will  contribute  to  provide  insights  into  understanding  the  legal  and  political 
 concepts  based  on  analyzing  socio-political  practices  portrayed  in  the  newspaper. 


This  is  manifested  through  correlating  theories  and  frameworks  from  other 
 disciplines to show how this correlation enhances our understanding concerning the 
 interrelation between discourse and context.  


Theoretically, this study identifies the textual and contextual features used to portray 
a  controversial  event  in  the  newspaper  discourse.  This  controversy  is  based  on 
argumentation  made  by  journalists.  To  explore  how  this  argumentation  works,  the 



(36)current  study  therefore  investigates  the  way  of  presenting  the  event  of  AMFs’ 


withdrawal  from  Iraq  in  the  KG  newspaper.  This  event  is  one  of  the  most  critical 
 socio-political events following the 2003 US-led war against Iraq which still affects 
 almost all vital sectors of the state (Cordesman & Khazai, 2012). Hence, some Iraqis 
 agreed upon this withdrawal believing that Iraq becomes a sovereign state; however, 
 other  Iraqis  claimed  that  it  is  not  the  right  time  for  making  such  decision.  This 
 argumentation  can  be  achieved  through  specific  discursive  structures  including 
 intertextuality  to  make  the  news  items  more  reliable  and  persuasive.  Consequently, 
 this  argumentation  plays  a  role  in  enhancing  (de)legitimation  process  through 
 depicting the event under question. 


In  addition,  it  contributes  to  direct  the  attention  of  news  media  producers  to  the 
importance  of  the  language  that  they  use  when  dealing  with  socio-political  issues 
since  the  language  use  reveals  their  social  and  cultural  identities  and  ideologies 
(Fairclough, 2001). The audience can be affected by the use of language  (van Dijk, 
2008). It is important for those who are interested in media discourse to know more 
about how language use impacts their audience. This study will show that there are 
different  linguistic  structures  for  shaping  public  opinions  and  attitudes  towards  a 
social  group  or  action.  Journalists’  choices  of  words  to  portray  an  action  or  social 
group reflect their real attitudes. It can be said that journalists can express things as 
they  want,  such  as  by  using  expressions  with  positive  or  negative  values  to  imply 
(de)legitimation process. Furthermore, the current study contributes to identifying the 
impact of social, political and economic practices on manipulating or reinforcing the 
socio-political actions to persuade and influence the attitudes of the audience towards 
certain action or group.  



(37)Practically,  this  study  will  contribute  to  media  policy  and  learners  of  English  as  a 
 foreign  language  (EFL).  Concerning  media  policy,  despite  being  under  pressure  of 
 economic  and  socio-political  practices,  this  study  will  show  that  journalists  are 
 governed by the context and ideologies of newspaper organizations when portraying 
 political  events  and  decisions.  This  is  manifested  through  selecting  information  on 
 news  events  and  sources  of  that  information.  Media,  as  a  mirror  of  society,  should 
 reflect  the  public  opinion  and  feeling  concerning  an  issue.  This  can  be  achieved 
 through  discursive  structures  used  to  portray  a  news  event  including  choices  of 
 words and intertextuality.  


Additionally, this study will be beneficial to the EFL teachers/learners as it enhances 
 the  information  on  the  different  linguistic  structures  used  to  highlight  hidden 
 meanings.  The  language  used  in  newspapers  could  enhance  the  teaching/  learning 
 process  of  EFL  in  relation  to  different  skills  including  reading  and  writing  (Ali  & 


Devi,  2013;  Barkova,  2011;  Elmadwi,  2014;  Tafida  &  Dalhatu,  2014;  Wajnryb, 
 1988). Accordingly, as being a university lecturer in the translation department, this 
 notion attracts the researcher to carry out this study. EFL teachers try to find simple 
 materials  and  techniques  of  teaching  EFL,  e.g.  using  news  stories  as  a  material  for 
 language  learning,  to  facilitate  and  enhance  the  learning  process  for  EFL  learners. 


The  language  used  in  newspaper  consists  of  various  writing  styles  which  are  not 
 found  in  textbooks.  Therefore,  newspapers  can  be  more  effective,  especially  in 
 developing  the  vocabulary,  synonyms,  antonyms,  etc.  for  effective  writing  (Ali  & 


Devi, 2013). EFL learners will know how to identify social groups and their relations 
on  the  basis  of  linguistic  structures  represented  by  pronouns,  references,  and 
vocabulary.   



(38)1.7 Scope of the Study 


This study is confined to examining the language used in written texts extracted from 
 newspaper  articles.  It  focuses  on  describing  and  exploring  the  discursive  and 
 ideological structures of portraying political events in newspaper texts. In particular, 
 the  purpose  of  this  study  is  to  identify  the  role  of  linguistic  structures  in 
 (de)legitimizing  a  political  event  in  newspaper.  This  identification  is  based  on  the 
 analysis  of  linguistic  and  discursive  strategies,  such  as  choices  of  words,  modality 
 and argumentation.   


The source of data is  limited to  news stories issued  in  the  Iraqi  English  newspaper, 
 namely the KG newspaper, on the event of AMFs’ withdrawal from Iraq. This study 
 deals with the KG newspaper as being a news media organization. The period of data 
 is one month, namely December 2011, which represents the date of final and formal 
 withdrawal of U.S. forces from Iraq. The reason behind selecting news stories on the 
 event  of AMFs’  withdrawal  from  Iraq  lies  in  the  controversy  that  accompanied  its 
 implementation since it has been met with contrasting opinions.  


The data analysis is carried out using a qualitative content analysis through a critical 
lens.  In  this  sense,  Fairclough’s  (1995a)  approach  to  CDA  is  used  to  analyze  the 
excerpts selected from the KG newspaper. The identification of linguistic  structures 
is relied on the use of Halliday’s (2014) SFL model focusing on transitivity, modality, 
and  textual  features  of  news  excerpts.  In  addition,  the  identification  of 
(de)legitimation categories is based on the use of van Leeuwan’s (2007, 2008) model 
of legitimation discursive structures. In relation to ideology, the focus is on the use of 
personal  and  possessive  pronouns  in  representing  groups’  identity  and  their  related 
actions.  



(39)1.8 Definitions of Terms 


In  this  section,  the  researcher  attempts  to  define  technical  terms  used  in  this  study. 


These definitions are organized alphabetically as follows: 


De-legitimation Process is a process of criticizing a single event, policy or practice 
 for  having  negative  impacts  on  a  given  society,  arguing  that  such  event  or  practice 
 contradicts established rules, principles, or standards within that society. This process 
 is  manifested  through  several  categories  including  authorization,  evaluation, 
 rationalization, and mythopoesis, along with their subcategories (van Leeuwen, 2007, 
 2008). 


Ideology refers to “significations/constructions of reality (the physical world, social 
 relations,  social  identities),  which  are  built  into  various  dimensions  of  the 
 forms/meanings  of  discursive  practices,  and  which  contribute  to  the  production, 
 reproduction  or  transformation  of  relations  of  domination”  (Fairclough,  1992a,  p. 


87). 


Language Use refers to the system of information relay created by a combination of 
 formal  features  of  language  (such  as  grammar,  syntax,  and  word  choice)  and  less 
 formal  ones  (including  storytelling  frames,  textual  patterns,  and  systematic 
 narratives)  (Zelizer,  2004).  So,  it  involves  the  ways  of  communicating  the 
 information using various linguistic features and structures. 


Legitimation  Process refers  to  making  an  event,  policy  or  practice  acceptable  and 
normative  to  a  group  or audience  through  representing  it  in  a  positive  way  to  be  in 
accordance with established rules, principles, or standards within a given society.  It 



(40)is  identified  by  categories  of  authorization,  evaluation,  rationalization,  and 
 mythopoesis, along with their subcategories (van Leeuwen, 2007, 2008). 


Linguistic Structures denote the analytical tools which are “quite often involved in 
 the construction of representations, in signifying beliefs and values when writers are 
 reporting  or  commenting  on  the  world”  (Fowler,  1991,  p.  89).  They  comprise 
 transitivity system, syntactic transformations, lexical structure, modality and speech 
 acts.  


Newspaper refers to the discourse that is initiated on key national issues by picking 
 on  statements  and  actions  of  prominent  national  figures  and  happenings  around  the 
 nation and exposing them to the audience (Taiow, 2007). 


Theme: van Dijk (1985b, p. 74) defined it as the semantic structure that summarizes 


“fairly complex units of information with one or a few sentences”. Thus, “themes… 


organize what is most important in a text. They, indeed, define the upshot of what is 
 said or written”. 


1.9 Outline of Thesis 


This thesis is divided into five chapters. Chapter one presents the introduction which 
 defines the problem statement that is related to the way in which the event of AMFs’ 


withdrawal from Iraq is shaped in relation to the concept of (de)legitimation; besides, 
defining the gap in the literature in accordance with the proposed problem. Then, it 
pinpoints the objectives and questions of the study. Additionally, it sheds light on the 
significance, scope of the study under investigation, the definitions of terms that have 
a role in this study, and its outline as well. 



(41)Regarding the second chapter,  it  reviews the literature on the relevant topics in this 
 study including news media discourse, language use in newspaper, (de)legitimation, 
 pronouns,  ideology,  thematic  structure,  and  the  approach  of  CDA.  It  also  describes 
 the  theoretical  framework  adopted  in  this  study.  Furthermore,  there  is  a  conclusion 
 for the whole chapter at its end.   


Chapter three provides  a complete explanation of the methodology  followed in  this 
 study.  It  provides  illustration  for  study  design,  sample,  method,  issues  of  reliability 
 and validity, and the ethical considerations. The procedures including data collection 
 and data analysis are presented in this chapter.  


Moreover, the fourth chapter consists of the analysis of the data on how the event of 
 AMFs’  withdrawal  from  Iraq  is  shaped  in  the  KG  newspaper  in  relation  to  the 
 concept of (de)legitimation and the derived results. Finally, chapter five presents the 
 conclusions and recommendations for further research. 


1.10 Conclusion  


To  summarize  this  chapter,  it  is  the  introductory  chapter  of  the  study  in  which  the 
researcher  has  presented  the  main  concerns  of  the  study,  including:  background, 
problem  statement,  objectives  and  questions,  significance,  scope,  operational 
definitions, and organization of the study. In the background section, the researcher 
attempted to give a detailed explanation for the key concepts that construct the major 
focus of the study, namely language use in the news media discourse in general and 
newspapers  in  particular,  (de)legitimation  strategy,  ideology  and  themes.  The 
problem statement depends on the gap in the literature regarding the relation between 
linguistic structures  and  (de)legitimation strategy, on the one hand, and the relation 



(42)between  pronouns  and  ideology,  on  the  other  hand,  as  well  as  their  effect  on  the 
construction  of  thematic  structure.  The  objectives  and  the  questions  are  formed  in 
relation to the problem statement that concentrates on the language used in depicting 
the event of AMFs’ withdrawal from Iraq in the KG newspaper. Then, to give more 
clarification  of  the  technical  terms  in  the  current  study,  they  are  provided  and 
arranged alphabetically along with their definitions.    



(43)
CHAPTER TWO  LITERATURE REVIEW 


2.1 Introduction 


This chapter reviews detailed explanations of related studies including news media, 
 represented by newspaper and language use in newspaper discourse. It is divided into 
 sub-sections;  each  deals  with  a  specific  topic  in  relation  to  the  whole  study.  The 
 sections are organized to correlate with the research objectives and questions, as well 
 as  to  highlight  the  gap  in  relation  to  (de)legitimation  and  ideology  in  newspaper 
 discourse. This chapter reviews the relationship between news media represented by 
 newspaper  and  language  use,  discursive  and  social  practices  in  newspaper, 
 (de)legitimation,  language  meta-functions,  and  the  relation  between  pronouns  and 
 ideology  in  newspaper  discourse.  Moreover,  other  topics  of  CDA  approach  and  its 
 role  in  news  discourse  is  reviewed.  Then,  the  theoretical  framework  of  the  study  is 
 presented. The chapter ends with a conclusion.    


2.2 News Media and Society 


News  media  have  a  crucial  role  in  any  society  since  they  represent  its  political, 
 social,  and  economic  affairs.  Thus,  a  number  of  studies  have  been  implemented  to 
 examine their role and the effect they can have especially in relation to public issues 
 like education (Dwivedi & Pandey, 2013; Eveland & Scheufele, 2000; Gentzkow & 


Shapiro,  2004),  politics  (Cissel,  2012;  Entman,  2010;  Takagi,  2009;  Youssefi, 
 Kanani, & Shojaei, 2013), and economy (Hearns-Branaman, 2009; Mahmood, Javed, 


& Mahmood, 2011; Soroka, 2006).  



(44)To begin with, media originated from medium (viz carrier) and designed to be used 
 by a large number of audiences. In its early stages, media was related to newspapers 
 and magazines;  then, it expanded due to  the innovation  of other media devices  like 
 TV,  radio,  and  internet  (Dwivedi  &  Pandey,  2013).  According  to  van  Dijk  (1988), 
 there  are  three  concepts  denoting  the  notion  of  news  media;  representing  new 
 information about entities, providing a visual or audio news program, and supplying 
 news reports about current events in any media means.  


News  media  convey  events  (like  social,  political,  economic,  and  religious)  of  any 
 society. They become a necessity since they enhance our knowledge about prominent 
 public events conveyed by journalists with more complex and dramatic impact so as 
 to  affect  people’s  thinking  and  attitudes  (Hannabuss,  1995).  Accordingly,  news 
 media  can  be  defined  as  a  window  of  information  about  the  world  we  live  in  from 
 which  people  become  aware  of  what  happens  around  them  (Tsfati  &  Cohen,  2013; 


Youssefi  et  al.,  2013).  Others  define  it  as  a  powerful  means  of  communication  and 
 for  framing  public  opinion  (Alireza  &  Samuel,  2012;  Cissel,  2012;  Hannabuss, 
 1995).  The  media  impacts  the  society,  enhances  the  public  realization,  and  gathers 
 opinions  and  motives  toward  the  concerned  issues  (Alireza  &  Samuel,  2012). 


Consequently, it is the most powerful and flexible means of communication. 


As  for  Bell  (1991),  the  news  does  not  represent  facts  only,  but  it  represents 
organizational  and  professional  practices.  News  media  requires  an  organized  work 
among those who are in charge of news coverage like publishers, editors, journalists, 
producers  in  the  communication  process  (Boykoff  &  Yulsman,  2013).  Chyi  and 
McCombs  (2004,  p.  22)  put  the  function  of  news  media  to  “reframe  the  event  by 
emphasizing different attributes of the event, consciously or unconsciously, in order 
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